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RITUAL DIRECTOR’S GUIDES 
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WHAT IS A RITUAL DIRECTOR? 

A Lodge’s Ritual Director is responsible for providing training, education, assistance and 
motivation to the Brethren of his Lodge in the performance and understanding of the Standard 
Work and Lectures. 

A Ritual Director works with the Master of his Lodge in concert in the planning and 
execution of degree work as well as opening and closing.  With the Masters permission he would 
coordinate rehearsals, fill the chairs and coach the ritual team to excellence in everything they 
do.  He should serve his Lodge’s repository of Ritual tradition, knowhow and expertise, and seek 
to preserve, increase and impart the same to the members of his Lodge. 

What personal qualities should a Lodge Ritual Director possess? 

He must be confident, credible, a lifelong student of the Ritual, and have a passion for 
teaching and understanding the Standard Work and Lectures. 

He must believe that the Standard Work and Lectures are of vital importance to the Craft 
of Freemasonry and be very familiar with the Standard Work. 

He must be able to motivate and instill pride in the Brethren of his Lodge to do the best 
Ritual work possible. 

He must be willing and patient, and must always exemplify the tenet of Brotherly Love in 
teaching the Ritual even, when it may need improvement.  

He must be willing to teach the meaning of the Ritual as well as the actual words. 
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What will the Ritual Director be called upon to do in the Ritual Renaissance Program? 

He will be asked to attend an RRP orientation session where he will be introduced to all 
facets of the program and receive all its materials. 

He will be called upon to make himself very familiar with all of the materials he will 
receive as part of his orientation to the program.  This will include the Ritual Director’s Guides 
and Floorwork Guides, as well as the information pertaining to the Meaning of the Ritual. 

He will be called upon to use those materials in an effort to make his Lodge’s Ritual 
work the very best it can be. 

In performing this service, the Ritual Director will have his District’s Assistant Grand 
Lecturer(s) as well as members of the RRP task force as a support network for all his efforts 
going forward.  

He will receive as much help and support that he needs in timely manner. 
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RITUAL DIRECTOR’S GUIDE TO 

THE MOST COMMON RITUAL ERRORS 
GENERAL 

x The Junior Deacon does not knock when a Brother(s) retires from Lodge, when admitting 
Brother(s) after getting the Worshipful Master’s permission for them to enter or when the 
Tiler is coming in to Ballot. 

x The Junior Deacon always opens and closes the Outer Door. 

x At any exchange between the Junior Deacon and the Tiler, there are only a total of 6 raps 
on the Outer Door – not  7, 9 or 12. 

x “Now” never appears in the Junior Deacon’s work. 

x The following words are always singular: blessing, duty, labor, instruction, request, 
answer. 

x Whenever stating the Degree during the Opening of the Lodge or during a Changeover, 
any time an officer speaks directly to an officer of lower rank the phrasing “of Masonry” 
is used.  This phrasing is not used when an officer speaks directly to an officer of higher 
rank.  A good rule of thumb is that if you are at the Sign of Fidelity, you to not say “of 
Masonry.” 

x There is no need to state the Degree when closing the Lodge. 

x After the Master receives the password from the Deacons during the Lodge Opening, he 
must reconnect with the Senior Warden by saying “Bro. S. W.”  This is because the line 
of communication between them was broken when the Senior Warden instructed the 
Deacons. 
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x In the Lodge Opening and Closing the Junior Deacon is the only one to use the singular 
form.  The Master and Senior Warden say “govern themselves” (plural) not “govern 
themself” (singular) and the  Junior Warden “govern yourselves” (plural) not “govern 
yourself” (singular); but the Junior Deacon instructs the Tiler to “govern yourself” 
(singular). 

x The Master can rise whenever he chooses in the Opening or Closing of the Lodge.  
However, when the Senior Warden says “as the Sun rises in the East” we recommend the 
Master not stand immediately in order to avoid conveying the impression that he is 
obeying an order from Senior Warden. 

x In the Lodge Opening, there is no pause for response when the Master says, “Brother 
Senior Warden, it is my order that . . .” 

x The Master has the right to invite anyone to a seat in the East even if they are late to the 
meeting. 

x In the Lodge Closing the Master says, “So should we, my Brethren,” not “So should we, 
my Brothers.”  “Brethren” is used when addressing all Brothers collectively; “Brothers” 
is used when addressing a discrete group of Brothers collectively, but not all Brothers.  
Brethren should be pronounced in two syllables as “breth-ren” with the same vocalized 
“th” as in “Brothers.”  It should not be pronounced as “broth-ren” or “bro-ther-en” 

x When speaking directly to more than one Candidate, the conjunction “and” is never used; 
thus, “Brother Jones, Brother Smith, Brother Doe, I now present…”  The conjunction 
“and” is only used when announcing names in the third person; thus, ““Brother Jones, 
Brother Smith and Brother Doe are in waiting…” 

x The Senior Warden always talks directly to the Candidates in the singular as in Mr. AB 
or Brother AB.  He never uses the term “My Brothers” when addressing Candidates 
during Degrees. 

x If the gavel is not struck (*) during perambulation the procession will mark time or stop 
until the Junior Warden, Senior Warden or Master, as the case may be, raps the gavel 
once to allow the procession to turn right. If the procession is stopped deliberately by an 
officer withholding his gavel strike during perambulation in a degree, that officer 
discretely informs the Senior Deacon of the issue.  Any time a gavel strike has not 
sounded during the perambulation, the Senior Deacon should look to the relevant Officer 
for instruction. The Senior Deacon then resolves the problem on the floor, preferably 
without returning to the Preparation Room. 

x No Brother who is performing a part of the Ritual assigned to the Master in the Standard 
Work and Lectures should acknowledge the Master, either before or after that piece of 
Ritual is presented. This includes bowing, coming to the Sign of Fidelity or verbally 
thanking the Master. Similarly, the Master should neither announce nor introduce a 
Brother who is performing a part of the Ritual assigned to the Master in the Standard 
Work and Lectures. This is because a Brother who is performing a part of the Ritual 



 - 6 - 

assigned to the Master does so as the Master’s proxy, and therefore embodies a virtual 
representation of the Master during his performance. 

This commonly includes the Apron Presentation, the Working Tools, the Bible 
Presentation, the Lectures of Forms and Ceremonies, the Lecture of Reasons, the 
Historical Lectures and the Charges. 

x All positional signs should be assumed to the greatest extent possible with the elbow and 
shoulder joints forming right angles and all parts of the arms held either parallel or 
perpendicular to the floor.  All movement signs should be executed in a path strictly 
parallel to the plane of the floor. 

x The Brethren should come on the Sign of Fidelity as the Master approaches the Altar to 
confer the Obligation. 

x The Sign of Fidelity can be given in tiled Lodges and on public occasions, but only by 
Masons who are properly clothed in a Masonic Apron. 

x The Masters of Ceremony only salute when reentering the Lodge for the Second Second 
in the Entered Apprentice Degree. 

x Whenever there is a prayer in the Lodge for the benefit of the Brethren, all should be at 
the Sign of Fidelity.  This includes in the First Degree when the Candidates kneel for the 
benefit of prayer – in which case the left hand must be placed on the Candidate’s head – 
but does not include the Candidates’ private prayer in the Third Degree. 

x When lettering or syllabling the Senior Deacon always pronounces the word since he is 
proving himself as a proxy for a Brother undergoing an examination. 

SPECIFIC 

 

1. T se tt 
Page 1, line 19 (2014); Page 1, line 18 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “They” not “we” are duly tiled. 

2. wh th pp 
Page 2, line 6 (2014); Page 2, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “implement” not “instrument” of his office. 
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3. r M Ms 
Page 3, line 10 (2014); Page 3, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Receive” not “obtain” the password from the Senior and Junior Deacon, 
who will obtain it from the Brethren on the right and left etc.  The Senior Warden 
receives, the Deacons obtain.  Use the mnemonic “R.O.C” – Receive, Obtain, 
Communicate. 

4. cmpos a M 
Page 5, line 9 (2014); Page 5, line 15 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “How many compose a Master Mason Lodge” not “Master Masons Lodge.” 

5. J.D.s plc 
Page 5, line 14 (2014); Page 5, line 22 (2007) 
Suggestion:  This is the only time the Master says “in the Lodge.” 

6. ab th L 
Page 5, line 22 (2014); Page 5, line 28 (2007) 
     and 
Page 6, line 1 (2014); Page 6, line 7 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “carry messages as he may direct” – not “that he may direct.” 

7. sn is in 
Page 7, line 11 (2014); Page 7, line 20 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “As the sun is in the West at the close of day” not “close of the day.” 

8. my ord tt 
Page 7, line 23 (2014); Page 8, line 3 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lodge number should be spoken out and not abbreviated.  No “ands” 
are to be inserted between the numbers. 

For example: Lodge No. 1166, should be spoken as “one thousand one hundred sixty-
six,” not “one thousand one hundred and sixty-six,” not “eleven hundred sixty-six,” and 
most certainly not “eleven sixty-six” or “one one six six.” 

9. (Number of Lodge) be now 
Page 7, line 24 (2014); Page 8, line 4 (2007) 
     and 
My & std 
Page 7, line 25 (2014); Page 8, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Open” not “opened.”  This is also true for the Senior Warden and Junior 
Warden when they repeat the Master’s order. 
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10. Ths cmc t 
Page 8, line 4 (2014); Page 8, line 15 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Junior Warden says “I communicate the same to you” not “this I 
communicate to you.” 

11. WM— Atnd at th 
Page 9, line 28 (2014); Page 9, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Attend “at” the altar not “to” the altar. 

12. to his place 
Page 10, line 3 (2014 & 2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon does not give the Sign of Fidelity after he has completed 
attending at the Altar.  He just returns to his place. 

13. Br. J.D.  
Page 10, line 13 (2014 & 2007) 
Suggestion:  The Junior Deacon does not begin by saying, “I am directed to inform 
you . . .”  He simply informs the Tiler:  “The Lodge is open on the Third Degree of 
Masonry.”  As always, it is important to keep the Tiler informed as to the Degree. 

 

1. nw cld &  
Page 24, lines 5, 13 and 19 (2015); Page 24, lines 7, 15 and 21 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Stand closed” not “stay closed.” 

2. nx rg cmtn  
Page 24, lines 6, 14 and 19 (2014); Page 24, lines 8, 16 and 22 (2007) 
Suggestion: “Next regular” not “next regular stated” and also not “next stated.”  The 
regular communications of the Lodge are stated in its by-laws. 

3. rg cmtn, nls  
Page 24, lines 6, 14 and 20 (2014) Page 24, lines 8, 16 and 22 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “specially” not “especially.”  
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4. W.M. May the  
Page 25, line 25 (2014); Page 25, line 23 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “May the Blessing of Heaven” not “the Blessings of Heaven.”  Blessing is 
singular here, not plural. 

 

1. fr wch dg? 
Page 28, lines 17, 22 and 23 (2007) (2014); Page 28, lines 22, 25 and 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The line is “Mr. AB is in waiting” – not “There is without . . .” 

2. Thr bng no objn 
Page 29, line 3 (2014 & 2007) 
Suggestion:  The correct wording is “There being no objection,” not “There being none” 
or “If there are no objections.” 

3. *** 
Page 32, line 4 (2014); Page 32, line 11 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Labor is always dispensed with (and resumed) in the Third Degree, and the 
Lodge is open (and closed) on the First or Second Degree.  See also page 89, line 28. 

4. i th rts 
Page 33, line 16 (2014); Page 33, line 20 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Light” is singular not plural (see elsewhere in the Entered Apprentice 
Degree at page 34, line 14; page 38, line 28; page 39, line 6; and page 40 line 4).  This is 
because we are talking about “light” as “Masonic Light,” a.k.a. enlightenment.  

5. bring th h 
Page 40, line 24 (2014); Page 41, line 10 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Warden uses the word “bring” here since he gives a command.  
“Bringing” is used when describing an action, and therefore not correct. 

6. addressing the candidate 
Page 46, line 20 (2014); Page 47, line 14 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon declares the Master’s movements slowly, deliberately and 
simultaneously with the Master.  He is describing the Master’s actions, not directing them. 
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7.  (or) ____ dl in EAs 
Page 48, line 29 (2014); Page 49, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:   If there is more than one new Entered Apprentice, the Senior Deacon 
should say the number:  “(two, three, etc.) duly initiated Entered Apprentices.”  He does 
not say their names, and he does include himself in the number.  The correct wording is 
“duly initiated,” not “worthy Brother” as in the Fellowcraft Degree. 

8. come on the step 
Page 50, line 8 (2014); Page 51, line 5 (2007) 
The Senior Deacon must make sure the Candidates are on the Step before he gives three raps. 

9. a as EA. 
Page 54, line 6 (2014); Page 54, line 29 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Teach this Brother (these Brothers) how to wear his Apron (their Aprons) as 
Entered Apprentice (singular not plural). 

During the Degrees Candidates attain different stages in their development that are states 
of being.  Therefore, Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft and Master Mason are states of 
being in the Degree process. 

 

1. d in EA 
Page 90, line 19 (2014); Page 95, line 11 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Do not add the word “an” or “as an” before Entered Apprentice, and do not 
pluralize Entered Apprentice if more than one Candidate.  “Entered Apprentice” is used 
here to describe a state of being. 

2. Jhs, &lf a 
Page 99, line 29 (2014); Page 104, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Left a prey,” not “left as prey.” 

3. W.M. on ntg 
Page 101, line 4 (2014); Page 106, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “On entering” not “upon entering.” 
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1. The examination if done in open Lodge 
Page 143, line 5 (2014); Page 147, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lodge must be lowered to the Fellowcraft Degree before the Candidates 
enter.  The Candidates enter through the Outer Door, salute West of the Altar and answer 
the Senior Deacon’s questions.  This is normally done East of the Altar, but may be done 
anywhere in the Lodge room at the Master’s discretion.  Following the examination, the 
Candidates retire through the Outer Door and the Lodge is raised to the Master Mason 
Degree. 

2. thb fmg th ngl of a sq 
Page 153, line 22 (2014); Page 157, line 21 (2007) 
Suggestion: Care should be taken that the Candidate forms the proper angle.  The 
Conductor should assist the Candidate to come on the Step using verbal commands only.  
No touching below the waist. 

3. tkn thc & bnd t as, & th ashs 
Page 157, line 3 (2014); Page 161, line 2 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Ashes” is correct both times regardless of the difference in the cipher. 

4. Rmv th ct 
Page 157, line 14 (2014); Page 161, line 12 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Care should have been taken in the Preparation Room that the Cable-tow 
was put on in a way that will facilitate easy removal later.  Unwinding several turns is 
time-consuming and tedious, especially if there are several Candidates.  Rather, the 
Cable-tow can be folded three times and the whole folded rope secured in a knot.  This 
way, the knot can be untied and the Cable-tow taken off with no unwinding.  

5. faces the West.) 
Page 157, line 27 (2014); Page 161, line 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:  At this point, the Master should remember to start the demonstration of the 
Steps as near to the East as is necessary to ensure that the Brother(s) at the Altar can have 
a clear line of sight on his feet.  This is particularly important in smaller Lodge rooms, 
where one often sees the Master’s feet obscured from the Brother(s) view (behind the 
Altar) during this important part of the Master’s work.  The Master should not look down 
at his feet as he comes on the Steps. 

The Senior Deacon declares the Master’s movements slowly, deliberately and 
simultaneously with the Master.  He is describing the Master’s actions, not directing 
them.   
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6. bringing th h o h r to th h of hs l, thby fmg th ag of a sq. 
Page 158, lines 5 and 6 (2014); Page 162, lines 5 and 6 (2007) 
Suggestion: The Master should take care that his feet are forming the proper angle. 
Remember, you are instructing the Brothers. Every motion should be done slowly and 
properly, dropping the arms after each Sign and changing the Step clearly before moving 
to the next motion.  

7. before the W. M.) 
Page 164, line 18 (2014); Page 168, line 6 (2007) 
Suggestion:  No Brother who is performing a part of the Ritual assigned to the Master in 
the Standard Work and Lectures should acknowledge the Master, either before or after 
that piece of Ritual is presented.  This includes bowing, coming to the Sign of Fidelity or 
verbally thanking the Master.  Similarly, the Master should neither announce nor 
introduce a Brother who is performing a part of the Ritual assigned to the Master in the 
Standard Work and Lectures. 

This is because a Brother who is performing a part of the Ritual assigned to the Master 
does so as the Master’s proxy, and therefore embodies a virtual representation of the 
Master during his performance. 

In the Master Mason Degree this commonly includes the Working Tools, the Lecture of 
Forms and Ceremonies, the Historical Lecture and the Charges. 
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RITUAL DIRECTOR’S GUIDE TO 

OPENING THE LODGE 
8. Sign of Fidelity 

Page 1, line 13 (2014 & 2007) 
Suggestion:  The Sign of Fidelity is always made with the fingers closed and the thumb 
down.  The arm should form a square, as though reaching across toward your left elbow.  
Keeping your right hand rigid will help give the proper sign. 

9. Ofs tk yr 
Page 1, line 14 (2014 & 2007) 
Suggestion:  The Master may rap first to get the Brothers’ attention.  His first words of 
the Standard Work is “Officers” but the (*) is required after he orders them clothed. 

10. Bn, be cld  
Page 1, line 14 (2014); Page 1, line 15 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Master should pause momentarily after the rap and survey the room to 
see that all Officers are in their stations and places before proceeding with “Br J.D.” 

11. T se tt 
Page 1, line 19 (2014); Page 1, line 18 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “They” not “we” are duly tiled. 

12. (No. of Lodge) on the 
Page 1, line 21 (2014); Page 1, line 20 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Third Degree of Masonry” as per Section 325 of the Book of Constitutions.  
The Ritual reinforces the law. 
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13. through open door 
Page 1, line 23 (2014); Page 1, line 22 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Outer Door is left open at the beginning of the meeting.  Once the Tiler 
is informed and the door is closed, late arrivals must wait until after the Lodge is open to 
make an alarm. 

14. Br. T 
Page 1, line 23 (2014 & 2007) 
Suggestion:  At the door the Junior Deacon and Tiler should speak loudly and clearly 
enough to be heard in the East.  This pertains to all Officers with speaking parts. 

15. (Junior Deacon closes door) 
Page 1, line 27 (2014); Page 2, line 1 (2007) 
Suggestion:  After the first Junior Deacon/Tiler exchange is the only time they rap after 
the Outer Door is closed.  For all other exchanges between these two Officers, they rap 
before opening the door only.  The correct number of knocks is six. The Outer Door is 
opened and closed by the Junior Deacon only. 

16. Br J.D. 
Page 2, line 3 (2014); Page 2, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “We are duly tiled” is correct not “the Tiler is informed.” 

17. We r dl  
Page 2, line 4 (2014); Page 2, line 6 (2007) 
Definition:  “Tiled” is used here as a metaphor and is an old term referring to the 
“roofing” of the structure, which secures the building from the ravages of the elements.  
It is used here in its literal meaning to “cover” the building, but Masonically meaning to 
secure it from cowans, eavesdroppers and other undesirables. 

18. wh th pp 
Page 2, line 6 (2014); Page 2, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “implement” not “instrument” of his office. 

19. Takes staff, 
Page 2, line 16 (2014); Page 2, line 19 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lodge should determine and promulgate a standard way for the 
Deacons, Masters of Ceremony and Stewards to hold their staffs.  The staff should 
always be grasped by the left hand, but may otherwise be held in an upright position, may 
be tilted slightly forward or may be rested against the left shoulder.  Neither is incorrect, 
but the objective is for all Officers of the Lodge to carry their staffs the same way. 
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20. around the Lodge 
Page 2, line 20 (2014); Page 2, line 23 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Junior Deacon should carry a clean white apron in his pocket or leave 
an extra apron near his place in the event that a Brother who is known to the Lodge 
forgets to clothe himself appropriately. 

21. who are unknown 
Page 2, line 22 (2014); Page 2, line 25 (2007) 
Suggestion:  One of the primary responsibilities of the Junior Deacon is to work with the 
Senior Deacon prior to the Lodge Opening to greet and verify the Masonic standing of 
every visitor to the Lodge who is not personally known to him. 

22. to his place) 
Page 3, line 6 (2014); Page 3, line 12 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Warden should wait until the Junior Deacon is seated before 
reporting to the Master. 

23. r M Ms 
Page 3, line 10 (2014); Page 3, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Receive” not “obtain” the password from the Senior and Junior Deacon, 
who will obtain it from the Brethren on the right and left etc.  The Senior Warden 
receives, the Deacons obtain.  Use the mnemonic “R.O.C” – Receive, Obtain, 
Communicate. 

24. of MM 
Page 3, line 17 (2014); Page 3, line 22 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Deacons come to the Sign of Fidelity.  The Senior Deacon should 
ascend the Senior Warden’s Station first, followed by the Junior Deacon after the Senior 
Deacon descends the Station.   The same applies in the East except that the Deacons 
don’t come to the Sign of Fidelity in front of the Master (they are still under the direction 
of the Senior Warden).  

25. of the dais 
Page 3, line 18 (2014); Page 3, line 23 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Deacons ascend the Stations to give the password to the Senior Warden 
and Master.  Once completed, they may turn around to descend the stairs rather than 
attempting to back down.  Additionally, the Master can assist the Deacons in backing 
down the steps.  The desire to give respect to superior Officers is understandable, 
however safety should be considered. 

The Deacons receive the password on the level from all the Brethren except for the Master, 
Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Secretary, Treasurer and any Grand Lodge Officers seated 
in the East (Grand Lodge officers not seated in the East must give the password). 
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26. (During the entire…) 
Page 3, line 20 (2014); Page 3, line 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:  It is permissible for the Deacons to assist one another in obtaining the 
password if there is an overabundance of Brothers seated on one side of the Lodge. 

27. in gd stndg 
Page 4, line 6 (2014) (2014); Page 4, line 14 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Any Brother present may vouch for an individual personally known to him 
as a Brother, regardless of whether the voucher himself has already given the password, 
because the Junior Deacon should previously have vouched for everyone present as a 
Brother “in good standing.” 

28. Br S.W. 
Page 4, line 18 (2014) (2014); Page 4, line 24 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Once the Master reopens communication with the Senior Warden and 
reports the proper reception of the password, the Deacons return to their seats.  The 
Master should wait until the Deacons are seated before he continues to communicate with 
the Senior Warden. 

29. cmpos a M 
Page 5, line 9 (2014); Page 5, line 15 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “How many compose a Master Mason Lodge” not “Master Masons Lodge.” 

30. Treasurer and Secretary 
Page 5, line 11 (2014); Page 5, line 19 (2007) 
Suggestion:  It is highly recommended that the Secretary’s and Treasurer’s duties be 
performed at the opening of Lodge several times each year.  Please make the Senior 
Warden, Senior Deacon, Secretary and Treasurer aware in advance. 

31. J.D.s plc 
Page 5, line 14 (2014); Page 5, line 22 (2007) 
Suggestion:  This is the only time the Master says “in the Lodge.” 

32. (subordinate Officers rise) 
Page 5, line 17 (2014); Page 5, line 24 (2007) 
Suggestion:  During the Officers’ duties all Officers rise.  This includes the Junior 
Officers without speaking roles as well as the Secretary and Treasurer.  There should be 
no conversation and everyone must remain quiet during this ritual section.  The Secretary 
and Treasurer should suspend their work until this is completed. 
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33. to cr msgs 
Page 5, line 21 (2014); Page 5, line 27 (2007) 
     and 
Page 5, line 30 (2014); Page 6, line 6 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Deacons say “to” only twice: “to . . .” at the beginning and also “to . . .” 
before the last duty. 

34. ab th L 
Page 5, line 22 (2014); Page 5, line 28 (2007) 
     and 
Page 6, line 1 (2014); Page 6, line 7 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “carry messages as he may direct” – not “that he may direct.” 

35. th Sn at 
Page 6, line 30 (2014); Page 7, line 9 (2007) 
Definition:  “Meridian” is the highest point in the sky reached by the sun; noontime. 

36. sn is in 
Page 7, line 11 (2014); Page 7, line 20 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “As the sun is in the West at the close of day” not “close of the day.” 

37. ny b du 
Page 7, line 14 (2014); Page 7, line 23 (2007) 
Suggestion: The word “so” (that none may go away, etc.) is often incorrectly inserted here.  

38. As th sn 
Page 7, line 19 (2014); Page 7, line 29 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Master should not rise at this point, but wait until the Senior Warden 
has completed his statement.  (It is, however, always the Master’s prerogative to rise or 
sit whenever he desires.) 

39. fr thr labor 
Page 7, line 22 (2014); Page 8, line 2 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Master: (rises) “Brother Senior Warden it is my order . . .”  There should be 
no pause by the Master and no response by the Senior Warden here. 

40. my ord tt 
Page 7, line 23 (2014); Page 8, line 3 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lodge number should be spoken out and not abbreviated.  No “ands” 
are to be inserted between the numbers. 
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For example: Lodge No. 1166, should be spoken as “one thousand one hundred sixty-
six,” not “one thousand one hundred and sixty-six,” not “eleven hundred sixty-six,” and 
most certainly not “eleven sixty-six” or “one one six six.” 

41. (Number of Lodge) be now 
Page 7, line 24 (2014); Page 8, line 4 (2007) 
     and 
My & std 
Page 7, line 25 (2014); Page 8, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Open” not “opened.”  This is also true for the Senior Warden and Junior 
Warden when they repeat the Master’s order. 

42. Ths cmc t 
Page 8, line 4 (2014); Page 8, line 15 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Junior Warden says “I communicate the same to you” not “this I 
communicate to you.” 

43. ob th E  
Page 8, line 15 (2014); Page 8, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Master performs the movements slowly and accurately, taking care to come 
on the Step of each Degree before performing the Due Guard.  Each movement should be 
distinct, and the Master should drop each Due Guard and Sign fully by bringing his hands 
down to his sides before beginning the next movement. 

The Brethren should always give the signs together with the Master, bearing in mind that 
they do not drop their hands until he does so. 

44. Only the Chaplain’s Book / Only The Monitor  
Page 8, line 24 (2014); Page 9, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Chaplain’s Book (preferred) or the Monitor (Book 6) are be used if the 
Prayer is read. 

45. WM— Atnd at th 
Page 9, line 28 (2014); Page 9, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Attend “at” the altar not “to” the altar. 

46. thr gt lts  
Page 9, line 28 (2014); Page 9, line 29 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Don’t forget “in Masonry.”  
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47. Lights tapers individually  
Page 9, line 29 (2014); Page 9, line 30 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon’s work at the Altar should be done with reverence and 
dignity.  It is important that the Senior Deacon square his corners each time he moves on 
the floor.  Opening the Great Light should be done slowly and deliberately with great 
care.  The Great Light is always illuminated (light the tapers first then open the Book; at 
the end close the Book first then extinguish lights). 

48. to his place 
Page 10, line 3 (2014 & 2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon does not give the Sign of Fidelity after he has completed 
attending at the Altar.  He just returns to his place. 

49. Br. J.D.  
Page 10, line 13 (2014 & 2007) 
Suggestion:  The Junior Deacon does not begin by saying, “I am directed to inform 
you . . .”  He simply informs the Tiler:  “The Lodge is open on the Third Degree of 
Masonry.”  As always, it is important to keep the Tiler informed as to the Degree. 

50. of our country  
Page 10, line 20 (2014 & 2007) 
Suggestion:  The Sign of Fidelity is not used when pledging  allegiance to the flag.  We 
salute the flag and sing the National Anthem using the civilian salute with the hand over 
the heart or, if a Brother is (or was) in the military, he may use the military salute (hand 
to forehead). 

51. L ofs, or  
Page 10, line 26 (2014 & 2007) 
Suggestion:  It is not “Masters of other Lodges.”  This is implied, as all Masters are from 
other Lodges. 

Note:  This is an optional invitation only to be used if such Brothers are present and the Master 
does not intend to recognize them individually.  It is not a required part of the Opening. 

52. the E *  
Page 10, line 27 (2014); Page 10, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When recognizing individuals, the Master should address each Brother by 
name.  That Brother will stand and come to the Sign Fidelity, and then the Master will 
recognize the next Brother, etc.  Once all Brothers are standing, the Master may welcome 
them and they can thank him in unison before sitting down en masse. 
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RITUAL DIRECTOR’S GUIDE TO 
KNOCKING AT THE OUTER DOOR 
The Junior Deacon controls the Outer Door.  He is the only one who can open or close it, 

and one of his duties during a Lodge meeting is to observe the Ritual knocking protocol.  Contrary 
to popular belief, the Junior Deacon does not need to knock every time he opens or closes the 
Outer Door, and over-knocking is an extremely common error to say the least.  Indeed, it is not 
unusual for a Junior Deacon to routinely exchange knocks with the Tiler every time he opens the 
Outer Door as well as every time he closes it.  This is not only improper and unnecessary, but an 
excess of loud knocking can be unpleasant for the Brethren on occasions when the Lodge receives 
delegations and Masonic dignitaries.  Fortunately, there are three simple rules that govern when 
and how the Junior Deacon and Tiler are required knock on the Outer Door.  On all other 
occasions, the Junior Deacon can open and close the door with no knocking whatsoever. 

RULE NO. 1 – INITIATING AN EXCHANGE OF KNOCKS:  The Junior Deacon only knocks first as 
part of a Ritual dialogue with the Tiler.  This only occurs: (1) when he informs the Tiler that the 
Lodge is about to open or about to close; (2) when he informs the Tiler that the Lodge is either 
open on a specific Degree or closed; and (3) when he asks the Tiler if any Candidates are in 
waiting.  If he has no Ritual lines for the Tiler, he does not knock.  Thus, when Brothers seeking 
admittance have alarmed the Lodge, he does not knock before re-opening the door to admit them.  
The Tiler only knocks first to alarm the Lodge, usually because a Brother seeks admittance. 

RULE NO. 2 – DOOR MANAGEMENT AND TIMING OF KNOCKS:  Knocks only come before 
opening the Outer Door unless it is already open, in which case the knocks must be given after 
closing it as a matter of practicality.  This only happens once in the entire Ritual, when the Outer 
Door is closed at the beginning of the Lodge Opening.  It is never proper to knock before 
opening and again after closing the Outer Door. 

RULE NO. 3 – RESPONDING TO KNOCKS: When one officer knocks on the Outer Door, his 
counterpart on the other side must knock three times in reply before the door is opened. 
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RITUAL DIRECTOR’S GUIDE TO 
CLOSING THE LODGE 

Note:  Most suggestions for the Opening apply to the equivalent lines in the Closing, with the 
addition of the following: 

53. as wl a  
Page 20, line 29 (2014); Page 21, line 9 (2007) 

Suggestion:  “The last as well as first great care” not “The last as well as the first great 
care.” 

54. r d td.  
Page 21, line 14 (2014); Page 21, line 17 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The short form of closing was eliminated by a vote of Grand Lodge as of 
2011.  There is now only one acceptable form of closing.  Ignore any reference to the 
“short form.” 

55. nw cld &  
Page 24, lines 5, 13 and 19 (2015); Page 24, lines 7, 15 and 21 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Stand closed” not “stay closed.” 

56. nx rg cmtn  
Page 24, lines 6, 14 and 19 (2014); Page 24, lines 8, 16 and 22 (2007) 
Suggestion: “Next regular” not “next regular stated” and also not “next stated.”  The 
regular communications of the Lodge are stated in its by-laws. 
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57. rg cmtn, nls  
Page 24, lines 6, 14 and 20 (2014) Page 24, lines 8, 16 and 22 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “specially” not “especially.”  

58. should we, my  
Page 25, line 8 (2014); Page 25, line 7 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “So should we, my Brethren” not “my Brothers.”  Brethren is used when 
talking to all Brothers in general.  Brothers is used when speaking to part of a class or 
when making a specific reference. 

The proper pronunciation is in two syllables:  “breth-ren” (never “bruth-ren”)  The “th” is 
vocalized. 

59. a & pt  
Page 25, line 9 (2014); Page 25, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Unlike in the Lodge Opening, there is no introduction (i.e., “give your 
attention to the Chaplain”) before the Chaplain gives the Prayer at the Closing of the 
Lodge. 

60. W.M. May the  
Page 25, line 25 (2014); Page 25, line 23 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “May the Blessing of Heaven” not “the Blessings of Heaven.”  Blessing is 
singular here, not plural. 

61. & cl th  
Page 26, line 3 (2014); Page 25, line 30 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “The Great Light” not “the three Great Lights.”  Great Light is singular 
here, not plural. 

Because the word “close” is used here, it refers only to the Holy Bible (described in the 
Entered Apprentice Degree on page 45 as “the Great Light in Masonry”).  This is because 
one can “close” a Book but cannot “close” the Square and Compasses.  In the Lodge 
Opening, on the other hand, the Three Great Lights are “displayed” – meaning that the 
Book is opened and the Square and Compasses are displayed on top of it. 

62. L is  clsd  
Page 26, line 16 (2014); Page 26, line 10 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Junior Deacon must leave the Outer Door open at the Close of Lodge 
after the Tiler is informed.  The Lodge is not officially closed until the Master raps the 
gavel once. 
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TEAM PLANNING CHECKLIST 
This document is intended to help the Ritual Team work as a team to strive for excellence in the 
Degree. 

Has the Secretary: 

☐
 

Sent notification to each Candidate at least one month in advance, informing him of the 
date of the Degree, attire of the evening and that he should bring a check for the 
remainder of his Initiation fee? 

☐
 

Sent a Dispensation request to the Grand Master far in advance of the Degree, if needed? 

It is good practice to communicate to the District Deputy Grand Master and Assistant 
Grand Lecturer(s) that a Dispensation has been requested for the Degree. Confirm the 
Degree details with them (date, time, number of Candidates). 

☐
 

Ordered Q&A cipher booklets, White Leather Aprons and Bibles as needed? 

☐
 

Worked with the Master to communicate with each Candidate? 

☐
 

Received a reply from each Candidate confirming that he will be attending the Degree? 

☐
 

Collected any remaining Initiation fees before the Degree begins? 

This helps to avoid having the Candidate(s) try to locate funds and/or a checkbook and 
pen while in the Preparation Room. 
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Has the Master: 

☐
 

Scheduled a place on his Trestleboard for balloting on Petitions so as to avoid balloting 
on the night of the Degree? 

☐
 

Communicated with the membership of the Lodge and District to make sure they know a 
Degree is being conferred, along with all of the details? 

☐
 

Planned the meeting so that Lodge business is  kept to a minimum and conducted after 
the Degree, so that the Candidates and guests are not kept waiting? 

☐
 

Called or emailed each Candidate several days before the Degree to confirm that he will 
be at the Lodge, letting him know what time to report and providing any other pertinent 
details? 

A phone call is recommended as it adds a personal touch. 

☐ Ascertained from each Candidate whether he wishes to take his Obligation on the 
particular Volume of Sacred Law of his faith, arranged to have the requested Book 
present at the Degree, and coordinated with the Senior Deacon to make sure it is placed 
before the correct Candidate at the Altar? 

☐
 

Made sure that each Candidate has received the first LSOME lesson? 

☐
 

Taken into consideration any special requests the sponsor or Candidate may have, such 
as a preference for a specific Conductor? 

☐
 

Made sure that each Candidate is invited to the Lodge meal, if one is held prior to the 
Degree? 

☐
 

Made sure that a mentor has been assigned to work with each Candidate after his 
Initiation? 
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☐
 

Assigned all the Ritual parts necessary to confer the Degree based on the 2014 version 
of the Standard Work and Lectures, including a Conductor for each Candidate? 

☐
 

Held as many rehearsals as needed to ensure that the Degree team is proficient and able 
to deliver an excellent Ritual performance? 

It is good practice to invite the Assistant Grand Lecturer(s) to attend each rehearsal. 

☐
 

Ascertained that the Officers and Degree Team are proficient in the Work to be 
performed? 

☐
 

Identified qualified backups for all key roles in the Ritual, who can step in and perform 
at the last minute? 

☐
 

Made sure that all the Officers and members of the Degree team know the correct 
pronunciation of each Candidate’s name? 

It is useful to provide a card to each officer listing the Candidates’ names.  Use phonetic 
spellings for names that are difficult to pronounce. 

☐
 

Made sure that Conductor(s) are assigned in advance of the Degree, and strongly 
encouraged them to attend all rehearsals? 

Have the Senior Deacon and Masters of Ceremony: 

☐
 

Made sure the Preparation Room is clean and orderly, that the lighting is reflective in 
nature, and that there is seating for each Candidate? 

☐
 

Verified several weeks in advance of the Degree that there are enough White Leather 
Aprons and Bibles (if presented at this Degree) for each Candidate? 

If not, the Master and Secretary should be informed.  The Secretary can order the 
appropriate items from Grand Lodge Services. 
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☐
 

Confirmed several weeks in advance of the Degree that all uniforms are clean, 
hoodwinks and slippers in good working order (elastic & string ties)? 

☐
 

Verified that the lighting at the Altar is in order? 

Make sure that bulbs are working, or that candles and wicks are ready for lighting. 

☐
 

Is the Senior Deacon familiar with the placing of the Square & Compasses on the Bible 
for the Entered Apprentice Degree? 

☐
 

Confirmed that the Working Tools are prepared for their presentation during the degree? 

☐
 

Made sure that the Lodge has sufficient Squares, Compasses and Bibles for all the 
Candidates? 

☐
 

Considered providing an appropriate Volume of Sacred Law along with a set of Square 
and Compasses for each candidate? 

☐
 

Checked to ascertain if a Candidate has brought a Sacred Book of his choosing? 

Each Candidate should be asked in advance of the Ritual whether he has a preference, 
and it should always be honored.  We must ensure that our preparation and handling of 
each Holy Book at the Altar is in line with the proper religious customs. 
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☐
 

Checked with each Candidate to see if he needs to wear eyeglasses after being brought to 
light?   

If so, The Senior Master of Ceremony should take his glasses just prior to applying the 
hoodwink, and give them to the appropriate Conductor.  The Conductor should return 
the Candidate’s glasses after he is brought to Light. 

A Candidate who wears glasses should be explicitly told that glasses, when worn, 
constitute “part of his body” and not a “metallic object.”  This avoids confusion later. 

☐
 

Checked with each Candidate to see if he has any physical handicaps that will prevent 
him from kneeling properly at the Altar? 

If he does, inform the Master and make sure a chair is available near the Altar.  

☐
 

Remembered that the slipper is placed on the left foot (the shoe should be worn on the 
advancing foot for each Degree) and the sock is on the other foot? 

Socks are recommended and can be kept on both feet if the candidate wishes. 

☐
 

Made sure that each Candidate is properly prepared:  Left breast bare and left knee bare? 

☐
 

Made sure that the Cable-tow is placed on each Candidate so that it stays on during the 
Degree but is easily taken off when appropriate? 

It should be pre-knotted (no slipknots) and hung around the neck, not wrapped around 
it. 

☐
 

Reminded each Candidate that everyone else has worn the costume, and inform him that 
he will learn why he has worn it this way? 

☐
 

Made sure that no jewelry or metallic items are to be worn in any Degree? 

If something metallic can’t be removed it must be covered with tape, and the Candidate 
should explicitly be told that it is now “part of his body” and not “a metallic object.” 
This avoids confusion later. 
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☐
 

Made sure that no Candidate wears an Apron when entering the Lodge in the Entered 
Apprentice Degree? 

☐
 

Made a Candidate aware that he can assist the Masters of Ceremony with making the 
alarm at the Inner Door? 

☐
 

Made sure that proper decorum is maintained at all times?  

Your attitudes must reflect how important this night is. 

☐
 

Made sure that a Brother of the Lodge is present with the Candidates until the Masters of 
Ceremony are in the Preparation Room? 

If a formal Chamber of Reflection is used, make sure a Brother is nearby to answer any 
questions or concerns. 
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FIRST SECTION 
Note: The Master should take the time to instruct the Brethren on the following points just prior 
to the commencement of the Degree: 

1. All cell phones and other electronic devices should be turned off and stay off; 

2. The Brethren should step lively to the lines and fill in East of the Altar as soon as 
the Master gavels to form the Symbolic Temple; 

3. No one should prompt or provide assistance during the Degree except for the 
Master and/or Brother designated for this purpose (the Master should also explain 
the protocol for requesting a prompt). 

1. fr wch dg? 
Page 28, lines 17, 22 and 23 (2007) (2014); Page 28, lines 22, 25 and 26 (2007) 

Suggestion:  The line is “Mr. AB is in waiting” – not “There is without . . .” 

2. Thr bng no objn 
Page 29, line 3 (2014 & 2007) 

Suggestion:  The correct wording is “There being no objection,” not “There being none” 
or “If there are no objections.” 

3. All three salute 
Page 29, line 16 (2014); Page 29, line 19 (2007) 

Suggestion:  The Masters of Ceremony can minimize the awkward handling of their 
staffs at the Altar by moving the bottoms forward around two feet, bracing them against 
the kneeler if they desire, and leaning them against their left shoulders when saluting.  

4.  (Returns west of the Altar 
Page 31, line 25 (2014); Page 32, line 2 (2007) 

Suggestion:  The Secretary, when reentering the Lodge Room through the Inner Door, 
does not need to make an alarm. 
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5. *** 
Page 32, line 4 (2014); Page 32, line 11 (2007) 

Suggestion:  Labor is always dispensed with (and resumed) in the Third Degree, and the 
Lodge is open (and closed) on the First or Second Degree.  See also page 89, line 28. 

6. to his place 
Page 32, line 12 (2014); Page 32, line 19 (2007) 

Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon never gives the Sign of Fidelity after he finishes 
attending at the Altar.  The Sign of Fidelity is only given when the Senior Deacon 
approaches the Altar. 

7. Labor to Refreshment 
Page 32, line 21 (2014); Page 32, line 27 (2007) 

Suggestion:  If the Candidates are already prepared or nearly so, there is no need to go 
from Labor to Refreshment.  If significant time needed to prepare them, the Master can 
deliver a short program rather than going from Labor to Refreshment.. 

8. (Takes his staff 
Page 33, line 11 (2014); Page 33, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Staffs should be held upright in the left hand only.  When the procession is 
stopped, place the bottom end of the staff on the floor (in a perpendicular position). 

9. i th rts 
Page 33, line 16 (2014); Page 33, line 20 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Light” is singular not plural (see elsewhere in the Entered Apprentice 
Degree at page 34, line 14; page 38, line 28; page 39, line 6; and page 40 line 4).  This is 
because we are talking about “light” as “Masonic Light,” a.k.a. enlightenment.  

10. wt fh rt 
Page 33, line 30 (2014); Page 34, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Right” not “right or benefit” as in Fellowcraft and Master Mason Degrees. 

11. (The SD proceeds 
Page 34, line 24 (2014); Page 34, line 29 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Conductors should move to the South side of the Inner Door before the 
procession reaches them.  If there is more than one Candidate, Conductors should be 
lined up in the order of entrance.  This is especially important if a Brother wishes to 
conduct a specific Candidate. This presents a nicer appearance and prevents the Brothers 
from having to sidestep each other.  
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12. with the Stewards 
Page 34, line 27 (2014); Page 35, line 2 (2007) 
     (and elsewhere in the Senior Deacon’s work in the Degree) 
Suggestion:  The Stewards fall in behind the Senior Deacon and Marshal facing West 
before advancing to the Inner Door. 

13. followed by the 
Page 35, line 3 (2014); Page 35, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Candidates should be lined up in a single-file line, with each 
Candidate’s right hand should be resting on the right shoulder of the man in front of him.  
Conductors take the right arm of each Candidate as he enters through the Inner Door. 

If the Preparation Room is large enough, the Masters of Ceremony should be side by side 
and they can either turn their shoulders to pass through the Inner Door together, or the 
Junior Master of Ceremony can pass through slightly ahead to take his position on the 
right.  Otherwise, they can line up and enter in single file, in which case the Junior Master 
of Ceremony enters behind the Senior Master of Ceremony and comes immediately to his 
right as soon as the Candidate’s hand is lifted from his shoulder.  The Junior Master of 
Ceremony should never be at the back of the line.  

14. The procession marches 
Page 35, line 16 (2014); Page 35, line 21 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Marshal should bring the column as close to the  West as possible 
moving at slow pace and taking care that the line stays in tight formation. 

15. on both knees 
Page 36, line 14 (2014); Page 36, line 20 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Conductor assists the Candidate to kneel by using verbal commands, 
and can touch the Candidate by the shoulder.  The Candidate is never to be touched 
below the waist.  

16. Brothers will assist 
Page 36, line 20 (2014); Page 36, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  If there are two Candidates, the Master and Chaplain should each place a left 
hand upon the head of a Candidate.  If there are more than two Candidates, additional 
Brothers should come forward so that each Candidate has a Brother’s left hand resting 
upon his head during the Prayer.  The Brothers who will assist with this work should be 
assigned in advance and fully briefed on their responsibilities.  They should not be 
Conductors. 

The entire Lodge comes on the Sign of Fidelity for the Prayer.  Following the Prayer, any 
additional Brothers assigned to assist should immediately retire to their places. 
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17. WM or 
Page 36, line 21 (2014); Page 36, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When there are multiple Candidates the Prayer must be pluralized – e.g., 
these Candidates; their lives; become true and faithful Brothers; endue them; they may 
better. 

18. Brother among us 
Page 36, line 26 (2014); Page 37, line 5 (2007) 
Definition:  “Endue” means to provide, endow. 

19. In God. 
Page 37, line 7 (2014); Page 37, line 17 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Conductor is not to prompt the Candidate at this time. 

20. th rt hd 
Page 37, line 11 (2014); Page 37, line 22 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Brother in front of the Candidate assists him to rise.  

21. JW (rises) 
Page 37, lines 21, 24 & 25 (2014); Page 38, lines 1, 4 & 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  During the Perambulation, the principal officers of the Lodge ascertain 
whether the Candidates are properly clothed, and gavel to indicate that the Column may 
pass to the next Station.  They should complete their inspections and gavel as early as 
possible, to avoid stopping the Perambulations at every turn.  The Wardens must rise for 
their inspections; the Master may choose either to rise or stay seated. 

If the gavel is not struck by the time the Column needs to make its next turn, the Marshal 
halts the procession, and the Senior Deacon looks to the controlling officer for 
instructions – resolving the problem without returning to the Preparation Room, if 
possible.  These are the only places where the ceremonies should be suspended to adjust 
the Candidates’ clothing, and no corrections should be made prior to the Junior Warden’s 
first inspection.  After any necessary adjustments are made and the Senior Deacon has 
returned to his place in the Column, the gavel is struck and the Perambulation resumes. 

22. (The Chaplain returns 
Page 38, line 13 (2014); Page 38, line 23 (2007) 
Suggestion: If there is not enough space for the Chaplain to return to his place via the 
South side of the Lodge while the Column is still in the South, he should wait at the Altar 
until the Column has moved on to the Senior Warden’s Station.  If there is enough space, 
the Senior Warden can cue the Marshal to face left after the Chaplain has vacated the 
area. 
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23. fr hs x 
Page 39, line 1 (2014); Page 39, line 12 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The procession right faces and proceeds to the Senior Warden’s Station. 
This pattern holds at the Master’s Station as well. 

The Senior Deacon always comes to the Sign of Fidelity when addressing Senior Officers.  

24. (in the East) 
Page 39, line 18 (2014); Page 40, line 1 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When approaching the East, the Marshal should turn the Column as close to 
the Altar as possible in order to leave sufficient room to turn the Column 
counterclockwise when he reconducts the candidates to the Senior Warden’s Station. 

25. adv on ur 
Page 40, line 22 (2014); Page 41, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When the Candidates are advancing on the Step as directed by the Senior 
Warden, the Senior Deacon should step out of the formation to observe that it is being 
done correctly.  He should make eye contact with the Senior Warden and nod his head 
when the Candidates are in Order.  If there are multiple Candidates, the Senior Warden 
may instruct them each individually by name, or together as a group. 

26. bring th h 
Page 40, line 24 (2014); Page 41, line 10 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Warden uses the word “bring” here since he gives a command.  
“Bringing” is used when describing an action, and therefore not correct. 

27. thby fmg th 
Page 40, line 25 (2014); Page 41, line 11 (2007) 
The Conductor should assist the Candidate to come on the Step using verbal commands 
only.  No touching below the waist. 

28. Th C is 
Page 40, line 28 (2014); Page 41, line 14 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Candidates are in Order, not in Due Form. 

29. r u wlg  
Page 41, line 25 (2014); Page 41, line 21 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Are you willing” not “are you still willing.”  This is the first time the Master 
asks if the Candidates are willing to take the obligation.  If there are multiple Candidates, 
the Master can ask them each individually by name or collectively as a group. 
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30.  (The conductor puts 
Page 41, line 10 (2014); Page 41, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  At the Senior Deacon’s direction, each Conductor brings his Candidate to 
the Altar.  Optionally, the Senior Deacon may bring forward each Candidate himself.  
When there are multiple Candidates, they should be conducted to the Altar one at a time.  
As the Candidate comes within two feet of the Altar kneeler, the Conductor should 
whisper to the Candidate that he is getting close and should shuffle his feet until they 
contact the Altar kneeler.  The Conductor then whispers that he is placing the Candidate’s 
hands on the edge of the Altar, and asks the Candidate kneel on both knees.  After the 
Candidate is kneeling upright on both knees, the Conductor instructs the Candidate to 
place his right foot flat on the floor.  The Conductor can then assist the Candidate to place 
his hands in the appropriate position for the Obligation.  For multiple Candidates the use 
of individual small Bibles, Squares and Compasses can assist greatly at the Altar. 

31. C. take position 
Page 41, line 12 (2014); Page 42, line 1 (2007) 
Suggestion:  As the Candidates advance to the Altar, the Marshal moves to a point half 
way between the Altar and the West and begins to direct the Masters of Ceremony and 
Stewards to their places in the West Wall, ensuring that their movements occur in a neat 
and orderly manner.  Refer to the Floorwork Guides for detailed information on forming 
the West Wall. 

32. *** 
Page 41, line 21 (2014); Page 42, line 10 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Refer to the Floorwork Guides for detailed instructions on forming the 
Symbolic Temple. 

33. At the Altar 
Page 42, line 17 (2014); Page 43, line 6 (2007) 
Suggestion:  All lights should except the tapers be extinguished as the Master approaches 
the Altar.  This includes the “G” in the East and any light directly above the Altar, if 
possible  Everyone comes to the Sign of Fidelity as the Master commences the 
obligation, except for the Master, Masters of Ceremony and Stewards. 

34. kisses the Bible 
Page 43, line 17 (2014); Page 44, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  After kissing the Bible, the Master (or Conductor) should say in a low voice 
that the Brothers may put their hands at their sides, kneel on both knees and relax. 
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35. Rmv th ct 
Page 43, line 20 (2014); Page 44, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  In the case of multiple Candidates, the Conductors should remove any 
additional Volumes of Sacred Law from the Altar after removing the cable-tow and give 
them to the Marshal or another designated Brother.  This will give the Candidate(s) an 
unobstructed view of the main Three Great Lights on the Altar when the hoodwink is 
removed.  The Senior Deacon should make sure the Square and Compasses are 
positioned correctly on the page with the Scripture Lesson and not covering it – 
preferably centered on the page, if practical. 

The Conductor of any Candidate who needs eyeglasses should place his Candidate’s 
glasses on the Altar before the Candidate is brought to Light.   

36. (prompted by the conductor) 
Page 43, line 22 (2014); Page 44, line 10 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Conductor prompts the Candidate in the proper words, “Light in 
Masonry” at this time. 

37. of that august 
Page 44, line 3 (2014); Page 44, line 21 (2007) 
Pronunciation of the word is “awe-gust” – not “awe-gust.” 

38. the conductor removes 
Page 44, line 6 (2014); Page 44, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  the Conductor should try to remove the hoodwink a the precise moment of 
the clap.  The Conductor should return any eyeglasses to his Candidate at this time, or 
identify them for the Candidate if they have already been placed on the Altar.  The 
Conductor will now retire to the sidelines, unless he was previously instructed to remain 
in place and assist. 

39. and faces West.) 
Page 46, line 19 (2014); Page 47, line 12 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Master should start his demonstration as near to the East as possible, so 
that the newly-obligated Entered Apprentices can see his feet as he comes on the Step, 
and their view is not interrupted by the Altar.  This is particularly important in smaller 
Lodge rooms. 

40. addressing the candidate 
Page 46, line 20 (2014); Page 47, line 14 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon declares the Master’s movements slowly, deliberately and 
simultaneously with the Master.  He is describing the Master’s actions, not directing them. 
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41. th W.M. on ntg 
Page 46, line 30 (2014); Page 47, line 25 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “On entering” not “upon entering.” 

42. by the hand 
Page 47, line 2 (2014); Page 47, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  If there are more than three Candidates, assign knowledgeable Brothers in 
advance to assist at the Altar during this work. 

43. at ths tm 
Page 47, line 5 (2014); Page 48, line 1 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When describing the grip, the Master exchanges the questions and answers 
with the Senior Deacon, but not the grip. The Master should demonstrate the grip with 
the Candidate at the Altar.  

44. W.M. I 
Page 47, line 14 (2014); Page 48, line 12 (2007) 
Definition:  “Hele” means to hide or conceal; keep secret; cover.  Pronounce it as though 
it were spelled “heel.” 

45. S.D. pronounces word 
Page 48, line 5 (2014); Page 49, line 2 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Master also pronounces the word:  “ ‘. . . . . .’ is the name (etc.).” 

46. return to the west 
Page 48, line 14 (2014); Page 49, line 11 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Wardens and Masters of Ceremony should remain inside the walls of 
the Symbolic Temple on their return to the West.  Refer to the Floorwork Guide for 
detailed instructions on breaking the Symbolic Temple. 

47. come on the step 
Page 48, line 22 (2014); Page 49, line 23 (2007) 
The Senior Deacon must make sure the Candidates are on the Step before he gives three raps. 

48. * (comes on the step) 
Page 48, line 25 (2014); Page 49, line 25 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Warden comes on the Step when rising, and must remain on the Step 
throughout his interaction with the Senior Deacon and Candidates. 
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49. (or) . . . . dl in EAs 
Page 48, line 29 (2014); Page 49, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:   If there is more than one new Entered Apprentice, the Senior Deacon 
should say the number:  “(two, three, etc.) duly initiated Entered Apprentices.”  He does 
not say their names, and he does include himself in the number.  The correct wording is 
“duly initiated,” not “worthy Brother” as in the Fellowcraft Degree. 

50.  (Word given as at Altar.) 
Page 50, line 6 (2014); Page 51, line 3 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Warden does not repeat the word. 

51. come on the step 
Page 50, line 8 (2014); Page 51, line 5 (2007) 
The Senior Deacon must make sure the Candidates are on the Step before he gives three raps. 

52. * (comes on the step) 
Page 50, line 11 (2014); Page 51, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Warden comes on the Step when rising, and must remain on the Step 
throughout his interaction with the Senior Deacon and Candidates. 

53. (or) . . . . dl in EAs 
Page 50, line 12 (2014); Page 51, line 10 (2007) 
Suggestion:   If there is more than one new Entered Apprentice, the Senior Deacon 
should say the number:  “(two, three, etc.) duly initiated Entered Apprentices.”  He does 
not say their names, and he does include himself in the number.  The correct wording is 
“duly initiated,” not “worthy Brother” as in the Fellowcraft Degree. 

54. SD pronounces word) 
Page 51, line 20 (2014); Page 52, line 1 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Warden does not repeat the word. 

55. My Brother, I 
Page 52, line 7 (2014); Page 52, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Apron may be given to the Candidates at any point during the 
presentation. 
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56. WM— My Brother, I 
Page 52, line 7 (2014); Page 52, line 28 (2007) 
     and 
WM— My Br, as 
Page 55, line 9 (2014); Page 56, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  No Brother who is performing a part of the Ritual assigned to the Master in 
the Standard Work and Lectures should acknowledge the Master, either before or after 
that piece of Ritual is presented.  This includes bowing, coming to the Sign of Fidelity or 
verbally thanking the Master.  Similarly, the Master should neither announce nor 
introduce a Brother who is performing a part of the Ritual assigned to the Master in the 
Standard Work and Lectures. 

This is because a Brother who is performing a part of the Ritual assigned to the Master 
does so as the Master’s proxy, and therefore embodies a virtual representation of the 
Master during his performance. 

In the Entered Apprentice Degree this commonly includes the Apron Presentation, the 
Working Tools, the Lecture of Forms and Ceremonies, the Lecture of Reasons, the 
Historical Lecture and the Charges. 

57. a as EA. 
Page 54, line 6 (2014); Page 54, line 29 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Teach this Brother (these Brothers) how to wear his Apron (their Aprons) as 
Entered Apprentice (singular not plural). 

During the Degrees Candidates attain different stages in their development that are states 
of being.  Therefore, Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft and Master Mason are states of 
being in the Degree process. 

58. to his station 
Page 54, line 8 (2014); Page 55, line 1 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Master of Ceremony should assist the Senior Warden in clothing 
the Candidate(s):  The Senior Warden steps in front of each Brother and the Senior 
Master of Ceremony behind.  Holding the Apron in front of the Brother, the Senior 
Warden passes the strings to the Senior Master of Ceremony who crosses them behind 
the Brother’s back and passes them back to the Senior Warden (or ties them in the back if 
they will not fit). 

Only the Senior Warden may adjust the apron to the Entered Apprentice position. 

59. Br. AB 
Page 54, line 20 (2014); Page 55, line 16 (2007) 
Definition:  “Agreeably” is correct grammatically.  The word “agreeable” is never used in 
the Ritual. 
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60. mtc sbce, nt 
Page 54, line 22 (2014); Page 55, line 19 (2007) 
Suggestion:  As set forth in the Entered Apprentice Degree Team Planning Checklist, any 
metallic object a Candidate might use or wear during the First Section of the Degree must 
be addressed as part of his preparation.  Decorative metal items he cannot or will not 
remove, such as wedding rings or permanent metal jewelry, must be taped over.  
Eyeglasses and any other corrective or medical aids or appliances are also not considered 
“metallic” for the purpose of the Demand.  In all cases, the Candidate should be clearly 
and explicitly informed during his preparation that these items constitute “part of his 
body” and are not “metallic objects.” 

61. (The Secretary approaches 
Page 54, line 27 (2014); Page 55, line 23 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Secretary should step in front of each Candidate and pause briefly with 
his hand extended.  After pausing in front of the last Candidate, and having not received 
anything, he should look to the Master and shake his head while showing empty hands. 

62. Nthg, nt ev 
Page 54, line 30 (2014); Page 55, line 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Master should not yell or belittle the Candidate.  Rather, he should ask 
the question showing “mild disbelief.” 

63. ncsts mt rq 
Page 55, line 4 (2014); Page 56, line 1 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Ability permits” (singular) not “abilities permit” (plural). 

64. (BIBLE PRESENTATION) 
Page 56, line 13 (2014); Page 57, line 6 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When the Bible is presented to each Candidate, it should be open.  It may be 
opened to any page. 

65. (The S.D. and 
Page 56, line 21 (2014); Page 57, line 14 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When placing the Candidates in the North East Corner, care should be given 
to ensure there is a clear line of sight between the Master and the Candidates.  The North 
East Corner encompasses the whole area from the East to the East side of the Altar on the 
North Side of the Lodge, and may be used in its entirety. 

66. men & Ms, 
Page 56, line 26 (2014); Page 57, line 22 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Give it you” not “give it to you.” 
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67. als prs u 
Page 56, line 29 (2014); Page 57, line 24 (2007) 
Suggestion: “Present you” not “present to you.” 

68. Fmy wn i 
Page 57, line 3 (2014); Page 57, line 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When “in presence” not “in the presence.” 

69. My Br, slt 
Page 57, line 14 (2014); Page 58, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  If Bibles are presented in this Degree, the new Brothers may close them and 
place them under their armpits while saluting.  Alternatively, the Senior Deacon can 
collect the Bibles and hold them while the new Brothers are saluting, since the he does 
not leave the Lodge Room and therefore does not himself salute. 

70. closes the door 
Page 57, line 22 (2014); Page 58, line 18 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon does not knock on the door after he closes it. 

 

LECTURE OF FORMS AND CEREMONIES 
(QS & AS) 

Note:  The Master may appoint Brothers as proxies to perform his and/or the Senior Deacon’s 
parts in the Lecture.  The two parts are represented below as “Questioner” and “Answerer” 
respectively.  The proxies for the Master and/or the Senior Deacon may be Entered Apprentices, 
Fellowcrafts or Master Masons, and it is a good idea to encourage recently Initiated, Passed or 
Raised Brothers to perform this work as a way of furthering their proficiency and igniting a 
passion for performing quality Ritual.  The Brothers participating should wear their Aprons 
based on the Degree they have attained and/or office they hold. 
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1. to the Altar.  
Page 58, line 7 (2014); Page 59, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Be sure to leave space between the entrants and the Altar for a full turn to 
the East while remaining West of the Altar.  After saluting, the Senior Deacon and 
Candidates turn right and perform a full counterclockwise turn West of the Altar before 
proceeding up the North sideline to the East.   

The Candidates should be seated between the Altar and the East.  If the limitations of the 
Lodge room make this impractical, however, they can either stand between the Altar and 
the East or, preferably, they can be seated on the sideline in the North East Corner. 

2. the W.M.)  
Page 58, line 14 (2014); Page 59, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  This is a required piece of work for the Master that is frequently overlooked.  
It explains what the Candidates are about to see, and the importance thereof. 

3. Sign of Fidelity 
Page 58, line 29 (2014); Page 60, line 3 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Questioner should stand on the floor level East of the Altar facing North 
while the Answerer faces South and is on the Sign of Fidelity.  If the Candidates have 
been seated in the North East Corner, the Brothers should position themselves in front of 
them with the Questioner to the East and the Answerer to the West.  

4. Adv a sn.  
Page 59, line 24 (2014); Page 61, line 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Questioner should quietly ask the Candidates to rise, and make sure 
both they and the Answerer are on the Step.  He then addresses this line to all of them. 

The Answerer may instruct the Candidates in giving the Due Guard properly.  The 
Answerer and the Candidates should maintain the Due Guard until after the question “Hs 
it an al?” is answered. 

5. A fur sn?  
Page 60, line 3 (2014); Page 62, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Answerer may instruct the Candidates in giving the Sign properly.  The 
Answerer and the Candidates should maintain the Sign until after the question “Hs tt an?” 
is answered. 

6. of the o. 
Page 60, line 6 (2014); Page 62, line 9 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Questioner should quietly ask the Candidates to be seated. 
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7. Wt is a tkn? 
Page 60, line 7 (2014); Page 62, line 11 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Is a token” (singular) not “are tokens” (plural) as in the Fellowcraft Degree. 

8. m a tkn.  
Page 60, line 10 (2014); Page 62, line 14 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Questioner should stand fast while the Answerer advances to the 
Questioner to give the Token/Grip, showing it to the Candidates. 

9. Bg u. 
Page 60, line 22 (2014); Page 62, line 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Answerer should say the Word slowly and deliberately. 

10. Advg on m  
Page 62, line 20 (2014); Page 64, line 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Answerer should come on the Step as he is describing it to further 
instruct the Candidates. 

11. to be raised.)  
Page 63, line 4 (2014); Page 65, line 11 (2007) 
Suggestion: The recitation of the obligation is part of the required Standard Work.  There 
is no formal option to delete any part of the Work.  

12. Th W.M. aphg   
Page 64, line 18 (2014); Page 66, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Answerer should come on the Step and give the Due Guard and Sign as 
he is describing them to further instruct the Candidates. 
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LECTURE OF REASONS 
(WHYS AND WHEREFORES) 

Note:  This Lecture is meant to be performed “question and answer” style, with one Brother 
asking the questions and another Brother (or Brothers) providing the answers.  It may also be 
performed in the style of a Dialogue Lecture, with one Brother asking questions and multiple 
Brothers answering in rotation.  It is permissible for the Lecture to be presented by a single 
Brother but it is strongly recommended that two or more Brothers perform the Lecture. 

The Master may appoint Brothers as proxies to perform his and/or the Senior Deacon’s parts. 
The two parts are represented below as “Questioner” and “Answerer” respectively.  The proxies 
for the Master and/or the Senior Deacon may be Entered Apprentices, Fellowcrafts or Master 
Masons, and it is a good idea to encourage recently Initiated, Passed or Raised Brothers to 
perform this work as a way of furthering their proficiency and igniting a passion for performing 
quality Ritual.  All Brothers participating wear their Aprons based on the Degree they have 
attained and/or office they hold. 

1. Wy wr u 
Page 66, line 5 (2014); Page 69, line 1 (2007) 
Suggestion:  If the Lecture is performed with two Brothers, the Questioner should stand 
on the floor level East of the Altar facing North while the Answerer faces South and is on 
the Sign of Fidelity. 

If performed as a Dialogue Lecture, the Answering Brothers may stand together East of 
the Altar facing South if practicable.  Alternatively, they may remain in their places about 
the Lodge Room until called upon, at which point they should rise and come to the Sign 
of Fidelity before answering. 

2. t an anc  
Page 66, line 29 (2014); Page 70, line 1 (2007) 
Pronunciation:  Isrltsh = “Israelitish” (meaning “of the Israelites”). 

3. hns of a 
Page 68, line 13 (2014); Page 71, line 19 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “a faithful friend, in whose fidelity I might with safety confide.” 
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4. m tt I  
Page 68, line 28 (2014); Page 72, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “was about taking upon myself” is correct. 

5. A deity named  
Page 69, line 5 (2014); Page 72, line 11 (2007) 
Pronunciation:  “Fides” is pronounced “fee-des.” 

 

HISTORICAL LECTURE 
Note:  The Master or his designee should exercise care and freedom in the giving of this Lecture, 
including walking about the Lodge and the usage of images and props (should the Lodge not 
possess any of the mentioned items).  Any items used in the Lecture should be set up in advance 
to provide the Entered Apprentice(s) the best view possible, especially in the first section of this 
Lecture, in order that the new Entered Apprentice(s) be introduced to many of the symbols and 
accoutrements mentioned in the Lecture.   

Pointing and gesturing are encouraged as a means of cementing the understanding of the Lecture.  
At the beginning of the second half of the lecture (Principal Tenets) the Entered Apprentice(s) 
may be seated either in the Northeast Corner of the Lodge or between the Altar and the East. 

The section headings are not meant to be spoken aloud. 

1. it presented at  
Page 70, line 6 (2014); Page 74, line 7 (2007) 
Suggestion:  It says that this Lecture may be presented at “the subsequent 
communication,” not “a subsequent communication.”  Entered Apprentices must receive 
this Historical Lecture before being passed to the degree of Fellowcraft. 

2. furnished with the  
Page 70, line 19 (2014); Page 74, line 21 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer may point to the HB, Sq and Css on the Altar and then to the 
Charter. 
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3. in length from  
Page 71, line 23 (2014); Page 75, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer may turn his body and point East-West, and then North-South. 

4. and South, as  
Page 71, line 24 (2014); Page 75, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Surface to the center” is meant to be the surface to the center of the earth.  
A good way to make this clear is by kneeling down on one knee, placing a hand flat on 
the floor when saying “surface” and then pointing down with a finger to the “center.” 

5. The Lodge:  
Page 72, line 7 (2014); Page 76, line 11 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer may point to the Master, Senior Warden and Junior Warden as 
he is describing their respective pillars. 

6. aid of that  
Page 72, line 24 (2014); Page 77, line 2 (2007) 
Suggestion:  A diagram, picture or cue card can be helpful as a visual representation of 
the ladder. 

7. Lodge are the  
Page 73, line 20 (2014); Page 77, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  If the Lodge Room does not have a Mosaic Pavement, Indented Tessel 
and/or Blazing Star, some type of prop, diagram, picture or cue card would be helpful as 
a visual representation of the Ornaments. 

8. three symbolic Lights,  
Page 74, line 6 (2014); Page 78, line 14 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer may point to the Lights, situated East, West and South. 

9. Immovable Jewels are the  
Page 74, line 16 (2014); Page 78, line 20 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer may have the Square, Level and Plumb readily available to use 
as props while describing them.  Alternatively, he may ask the Master, Senior Warden 
and Junior to hold up their jewels as the symbolism is explained. 

10. Movable Jewels are the  
Page 74, line 24 (2014); Page 78, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer may point to the Ashlars.  Alternatively, a diagram or picture 
may be mounted on an easel. 



 - 47 - 

11. great Book of Revelation 
Page 75, line 15 (2014); Page 79, line 20 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer may point at the Holy Bible on the Altar.  After the words 
“great Book of Revelation” there should be no pause at the comma, but rather the 
sentence should lead through the comma to an emphasis on the words “Masonic 
Trestleboard.”  “Great Book of Revelation” is meant to be a characterization of the entire 
Holy Bible, not a specific reference to the apocalyptic final book of the New Testament. 

12. Certain point within  
Page 76, line 9 (2014); Page 80, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Some kind of prop would be helpful as a visual representation of the point 
within a circle.  The Lecturer may use a picture or diagram, or may draw out this symbol 
as he explains it using a small chalk board. 

13. S. D. a qs.  
Page 77, line 24 (2014); Page 82, line 6 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon should be reminded prior to the Degree that he has a part 
in the Entered Apprentice Historical Lecture, and reminded to prepare it.  When 
addressed, the Senior Deacon should rise and come to the Sign of Fidelity.  Even though 
the Lecturer may not be the Master of the Lodge, the Senior Deacon should address him 
as “Worshipful Master” because the Lecturer virtually represents the Master as his proxy 
while giving the Lecture. 

14. th Pcrtl, th Manul, th Gutrl, & th Pdl  
Page 78, line 1 (2014); Page 82, line 13 (2007) (and thereafter) 
Suggestion: Perform the movements simultaneously every time you name one of the four 
points:  (1) point to the breast, (2) give the Due Guard of Entered Apprentice, (3) give the 
Sign of Entered Apprentice, (4) come on the Step of Entered Apprentice. 

15. & t h pdl.  
Page 78, line 1 (2014); Page 82, line 13 (2007) 
Definition:  Pdl = “of or relating to the foot.”  The correct pronunciation is “pee-dl.” 

16. Pt of a   
Page 78, line 15 (2014); Page 82, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer may point to his left breast as he describes Pctrl and hold it 
there until he concludes the next line with “th Pctrl.” 

17. Rvl any of  
Page 79, line 1 (2014); Page 83, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer may place his hands in position of the Due Guard and hold it 
there until he concludes the next line with “th Mnul.” 
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18. Ebs & fls  
Page 79, line 17 (2014); Page 84, line 3 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer may give the Sign and hold it there until he concludes the next 
line with “th Gtrl.” 

19. Ths, My Br  
Page 79, line 29 (2014); Page 84, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer may point towards his feet while on the Step and continue to 
point until he concludes with “N E C of the L.” 

20. chalk, charcoal and clay. 
Page 80, line 4 (2014); Page 84, line 21 (2007) 
Suggestion:  It is useful here to have a piece of chalk, a lump of charcoal (not a charcoal 
briquette) and a dish or cloth bag of earth to illustrate these symbols. 

 

CHARGE 1 
Note:  Taking the time to understand the meaning of the Charge will greatly enhance your 
performance of it. 

1. I congratulate you 
Page 81, line 12 (2014); Page 85, line 23 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Brother delivering the Charge may come down on the Level to shake 
the hand of the newly-initiated Brother(s) as he delivers this line. 

2. of the Fraternity 
Page 83, line 7 (2014); Page 87, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “As these are to distinguish you . . . and mark your consequence among 
Masons.” 

Here we explain to the newly initiated Brother that keeping the principles of the 
Fraternity sacred and following those principles in his daily life sets him apart from the 
rest of the community and ensures his good standing among his fellow Masons.  An 
emphasis on the words “you” and “consequence” helps to elucidate this meaning. 
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CHARGE 2 
Note:  Taking the time to understand the meaning of the Charge will greatly enhance your 
performance of it. 

1. of His Fatherhood 
Page 83, line 25 (2014); Page 88, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “The title ‘Brother’ is Masonically given because of His “Fatherhood.” 

You are explaining that we are all Brothers because God is the Father of us all.  
Emphasizing the words “Brother” and “Father” helps to make this clear to the first-time 
listener. 

2. our Fraternity’s God. 
Page 83, line 27 (2014); Page 88, line 7 (2007) 
Suggestion: The emphasis should be on “Fraternity’s God” rather than “Fraternity’s 
God.” 

The new Brother already has his own tie with God and already looks up to God as his 
God.  The “new tie” you are explaining is that when the new Brother looks up to God, he 
now understands that God is also the God of his Fraternity.  Highlighting “Fraternity” 
here helps to make this point clear to the first-time listener. 
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TEAM PLANNING CHECKLIST 
This checklist is intended to help all relevant Lodge Officers to work together as a team to strive 
for Ritual excellence in the Fellowcraft Degree. The Ritual Director and Master should work 
together to ensure that each item is checked “done.”  While Entered Apprentices are Brothers, 
they are still Candidates for the Fellowcraft Degree and will be identified as “Candidates” 
below.  A PowerPoint version of this checklist is provided in the “Resources” folder on the 
Ritual Renaissance CD for use in Lodge or District presentations. 

Has the Secretary: 

☐
 

Sent notification to each Candidate at least one month in advance, informing him of the 
date of the Degree, the attire for the evening and whether there is a dinner prior to the 
Degree? 

☐
 

Sent a Dispensation request to the Grand Master at least two months in advance of the 
Degree, if needed? 

It is good practice to communicate to the District Deputy Grand Master and Assistant 
Grand Lecturer(s) that a Dispensation has been requested for the Degree. Confirm the 
Degree details with them (date, time, number of Candidates). 

☐
 

Ordered Q&A cipher booklets as needed, as well as any special items for presentation 
such as Corn, Wine and Oil packets?  

☐
 

Worked with the Master to communicate with each Candidate? 

☐
 

Received a reply from each Candidate confirming that he will be attending the Degree? 



 - 52 - 

☐ Published the rehearsal dates for the Degree in the Lodge publication or email list? 

Has the Master: 

☐
 

Scheduled a place on his Trestleboard for the Fellowcraft Degree, ensuring that there is 
enough time between Degrees for the Candidates to achieve proficiency? 

☐
 

Communicated with the membership of the Lodge and District to make sure they know a 
Degree is being conferred, along with all of the details? 

☐
 

Planned the meeting so that Lodge business is  kept to a minimum and conducted after 
the Degree, so that the Candidates and guests are not kept waiting? 

☐
 

Called or emailed each Candidate several days before the Degree to confirm that he will 
be at the Lodge, letting him know what time to report and providing any other pertinent 
details? 

A phone call is recommended as it adds a personal touch. 

☐ Ascertained from each Candidate whether he wishes to take his Obligation on the 
particular Volume of Sacred Law of his faith, arranged to have the requested Book 
present at the Degree, and coordinated with the Senior Deacon to make sure it is placed 
before the correct Candidate at the Altar? 

☐
 

Worked with the Senior Deacon to ensure that the Candidates are suitably proficient and 
worthy of advancement? 

No Candidate should be examined on the evening of his scheduled Degree or at any time 
in open Lodge unless the Master is confident it will be a successful examination. 

☐
 

Made sure that each Candidate has received the second LSOME lesson? 

☐
 

Taken into consideration any special requests the sponsor or Candidate may have, such 
as a preference for a specific Conductor? 
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☐
 

Made sure that each Candidate is invited to the Lodge meal, if one is held prior to the 
Degree? 

☐
 

Worked with the Ritual Director to Assign all the Ritual parts necessary to confer the 
Degree based on the 2014 version of the Standard Work and Lectures, including a 
Conductor for each Candidate? 

☐
 

Worked with the Ritual Director to hold as many rehearsals as needed to ensure that the 
Degree team is proficient and able to deliver an excellent Ritual performance? 

It is good practice to invite the Assistant Grand Lecturer(s) to attend each rehearsal. 

☐
 

Worked with the Ritual Director to ascertain that the Officers and Degree Team are 
proficient in the Work to be performed? 

☐
 

Worked with the Ritual Director to identify qualified backups for all key roles in the 
Ritual, who can step in and perform at the last minute? 

☐
 

Worked with the Ritual Director to make sure that all the Officers and members of the 
Degree team know the correct pronunciation of each Candidate’s name? 

It is useful to provide a card to each officer listing the Candidates’ names.  Use phonetic 
spellings for names that are difficult to pronounce. 

☐
 

Made sure that each Candidate’s mentor has followed through by meeting with the 
Candidate? 

Have the Senior Deacon and Masters of Ceremony: 

☐
 

Made sure the Preparation Room is clean and orderly, that the lighting is reflective in 
nature, and that there is seating for each Candidate? 

☐
 

Checked with each Candidate to see if he has any physical handicaps that will prevent 
him from kneeling properly at the Altar? 

If he does, inform the Master and make sure a chair is available near the Altar.  
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☐
 

Checked with each Candidate to make sure he can go through the Middle Chamber 
Lecture without assistance, and made a plan to provide assistance if it is needed?  

☐
 

Confirmed several weeks in advance of the Degree that all uniforms are clean, 
hoodwinks and slippers in good working order (elastic & string ties)? 

☐
 

Verified that the lighting at the Altar is in order? 

Make sure that bulbs are working, or that candles and wicks are ready for lighting. 

☐
 

Verified that the Senior Deacon is familiar with the placing of the Square & Compasses 
on the Bible for the Fellowcraft Degree? 

☐
 

Confirmed that the Working Tools are prepared for their presentation during the Degree? 

☐
 

Made sure that the Lodge has sufficient Squares, Compasses and Bibles for all the 
Candidates? 

☐
 

Checked with each Candidate to see if he needs to wear eyeglasses after being brought to 
light?   

If so, The Senior Master of Ceremony should take his glasses just prior to applying the 
hoodwink, and give them to the appropriate Conductor.  The Conductor should return 
the Candidate’s glasses after he is brought to Light. 

A Candidate who wears glasses should be explicitly told that glasses, when worn, 
constitute “part of his body” and not a “metallic object.”  This avoids confusion later. 
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☐
 

Checked to ascertain if a Candidate has brought a Sacred Book of his choosing? 

Each Candidate should be asked in advance of the Ritual whether he has a preference, 
and it should always be honored.  We must ensure that our preparation and handling of 
each Holy Book at the Altar is in line with the proper religious customs. 

☐
 

Remembered that the slipper is placed on the right foot (the shoe should be worn on the 
advancing foot for each Degree) and the sock is on the other foot? 

Socks are recommended and can be kept on both feet if the candidate wishes. 

☐
 

Made sure that each Candidate’s costume is properly configured for the Degree:  Right 
breast bare and right knee bare? 

☐
 

Made sure that the Cable-tow is placed on each Candidate so that it stays on during the 
Degree but is easily taken off when appropriate? 

It should be pre-knotted (no slipknots) and placed twice around the right arm. 

☐
 

Made sure that no jewelry or metallic items are to be worn in any Degree? 

If something metallic can’t be removed it must be covered with tape, and the Candidate 
should explicitly be told that it is now “part of his body” and not “a metallic object.” 

☐
 

Made sure that each Candidate wears his Apron as Entered Apprentice while entering 
the Lodge for his Fellowcraft Degree? 

☐
 

Made a Candidate aware that he can assist the Masters of Ceremony with making the 
alarm at the Inner Door? 

☐
 

Made sure that proper decorum is maintained at all times?  

Your attitudes must reflect how important this night is. 

☐
 

Made sure that a Brother of the Lodge is present with the Candidates until the Masters of 
Ceremony are in the Preparation Room? 

If a formal Chamber of Reflection is used, make sure a Brother is nearby to answer any 
questions or concerns. 
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FIRST SECTION 
Note: The Master should take the time to instruct the Brethren on the following points just prior 
to the commencement of the Degree: 

1. All cell phones and other electronic devices should be turned off and stay off; 

2. The Brethren should step lively to the lines and fill in East of the Altar as soon as 
the Master gavels to form the Symbolic Temple; 

3. No one should prompt or provide assistance during the Degree except for the 
Master and/or Brother designated for this purpose (the Master should also explain 
the protocol for requesting a prompt). 

4. The examination if done in open Lodge 
Page 87, line 3 (2014); Page 92, line 3 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lodge must be lowered to the Entered Apprentice Degree before the 
Candidates enter.  The Candidates enter through the Outer Door, salute West of the Altar 
and answer the Senior Deacon’s questions.  This is normally done East of the Altar, but 
may be done anywhere in the Lodge room at the Master’s discretion.  Following the 
examination, the Candidates retire through the Outer Door and the Lodge is raised to the 
Fellowcraft or Master Mason Degree. 

5. fr wch dg? 
Page 88, lines 2 and 8 (2014); Page 93, lines 11 and 14 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The line is “Br. AB is in waiting” – not “There is without . . .” 

6. Th bng n o 
Page 88, line 16 (2014); Page 93, line 18 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The correct wording is “There being no objection,” not “There being none” 
or “If there are none.” 

7. Cthd as EA 
Page 88, line 23 (2014); Page 93, line 25 (2007) 
Suggestion:  This means that the Apron should be worn with the flap up.  
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8. MCs salute the WM 
Page 88, line 27 (2014); Page 93, line 29 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Masters of Ceremony can minimize the awkward handling of their 
staffs at the Altar by moving the bottoms forward around two feet, bracing them against 
the kneeler if they desire, and leaning them against their left shoulders when saluting.  

9. *** 
Page 89, line 7 (2014); Page 94, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Labor is always dispensed with (and resumed) in the Third Degree, and the 
Lodge is open (and closed) on the First or Second Degree.  See also page 145, line 12. 

10. to his place 
Page 89, line 15 (2014); Page 94, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon never gives the Sign of Fidelity after he finishes 
attending at the Altar.  The Sign of Fidelity is only given when the Senior Deacon 
approaches the Altar. 

11. Labor to Refreshment) 
Page 89, line 24 (2014); Page 94, line 25 (2007) 
Suggestion:  If the Candidates are already prepared or nearly so, there is no need to go 
from Labor to Refreshment.  If significant time needed to prepare them, the Master can 
deliver a short program rather than going from Labor to Refreshment. 

12. (Takes his staff 
Page 90, line 15 (2014); Page 95, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Staffs should be held upright in the left hand only.  When the procession is 
stopped, place the bottom end of the staff on the floor (in a perpendicular position). 

13. d in EA 
Page 90, line 19 (2014); Page 95, line 11 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Do not add the word “an” or “as an” before Entered Apprentice, and do not 
pluralize Entered Apprentice if more than one Candidate.  “Entered Apprentice” is used 
here to describe a state of being. 

14. By wt fh 
Page 91, line 3 (2014); Page 95, line 25 (2007) (and elsewhere in the Degree) 
Suggestion:  In the Fellowcraft and Master Mason Degrees it is “right or benefit,” as 
opposed to the Entered Apprentice Degree where it is only “right.” 



 - 58 - 

15. of al ths 
Page 92, line 2 (2014); Page 96, line 25 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “necessary qualifications.” 

16. & an f. 
Page 92, line 2 (2014); Page 96, line 25 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Conductors should move to the South side of the Inner Door before the 
procession reaches them.  If there is more than one Candidate, Conductors should be 
lined up in the order of entrance.  This is especially important if a Brother wishes to 
conduct a specific Candidate. This presents a nicer appearance and prevents the Brothers 
from having to sidestep each other.  

17. with the Stewards 
Page 92, line 6 (2014); Page 96, line 29 (2007) (and elsewhere in the Senior Deacon’s 
work in the Degree) 
Suggestion:  The Stewards fall in behind the Senior Deacon and Marshal facing West 
before advancing to the Inner Door.  Refer to the Floorwork Guides for more 
information. 

18. followed by the 
Page 92, line 12 (2014); Page 97, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Candidates should be lined up in a single-file line, with each 
Candidate’s right hand should be resting on the right shoulder of the man in front of him.  
Conductors take the right arm of each Candidate as he enters through the Inner Door. 

If the Preparation Room is large enough, the Masters of Ceremony should be side by side 
and they can either turn their shoulders to pass through the Inner Door together, or the 
Junior Master of Ceremony can pass through slightly ahead to take his position on the 
right.  Otherwise, they can line up and enter in single file, in which case the Junior Master 
of Ceremony enters behind the Senior Master of Ceremony and comes immediately to his 
right as soon as the Candidate’s hand is lifted from his shoulder.  The Junior Master of 
Ceremony should never be at the back of the line.  

19. The procession marches 
Page 92, line 23 (2014); Page 97, line 18 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Marshal should bring the column as close to the West as possible 
moving at slow pace and taking care that the line stays in tight formation. 

20. ngl of a s 
Page 93, line 1 (2014); Page 97, line 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The “angle” of the square is the junction where the two sides meet. It is not 
the open part of the square or the end of the one or both sides of the square.  It is 
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recommended that the point of this angle be pressed into the Brother’s flesh, as is done 
with the point of a sharp instrument in the Entered Apprentice Degree. 

21. music.) 
Page 93, lines 13, 16, 21 and 22 (2014); Page 98, lines 10, 15, 21 and 22 (2007) 
Suggestion:  During the Perambulations, the principal officers of the Lodge ascertain 
whether the Candidates are properly clothed, and gavel to indicate that the Column may 
pass to the next Station.  They should complete their inspections and gavel as early as 
possible, to avoid stopping the Perambulations at every turn.  The Wardens must rise for 
their inspections; the Master may choose either to rise or stay seated. 

If the gavel is not struck by the time the Column needs to make its next turn, the Marshal 
halts the procession, and the Senior Deacon looks to the controlling officer for 
instructions – resolving the problem without returning to the Preparation Room, if 
possible.  These are the only places where the ceremonies should be suspended to adjust 
the Candidates’ clothing, and no corrections should be made prior to the Junior Warden’s 
first inspection.  After any necessary adjustments are made and the Senior Deacon has 
returned to his place in the Column, the gavel is struck and the Perambulation resumes. 

22.  (The Chaplain then returns 
Page 94, line 11 (2014); Page 99, line 11 (2007) 
Suggestion: If there is not enough space for the Chaplain to return to his place via the 
South side of the Lodge while the Column is still in the South, he should wait at the Altar 
until the Column has moved on to the Senior Warden’s Station.  If there is enough space, 
the Senior Warden can cue the Marshal to face left after the Chaplain has vacated the 
area. 

23. fr hs ex 
Page 95, lines 3 and 25 (2014); Page 100, lines 4 and 24 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The procession right faces and proceeds to the next Station of the Lodge.   

The Senior Deacon is always on the Sign of Fidelity when addressing Senior Officers.  

24. (in the East) 
Page 95, line 26 (2014); Page 100, line 25 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When approaching the East, the Marshal should turn the Column as close to 
the Altar as possible in order to leave sufficient room to turn the Column 
counterclockwise when he reconducts the Candidates to the Senior Warden’s Station. 

25. adv on ur 
Page 97, line 6 (2014); Page 102, line 4 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When the Candidates are advancing on the Step as directed by the Senior 
Warden, the Senior Deacon should step out of the formation to observe that it is being 
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done correctly.  He should make eye contact with the Senior Warden and nod his head 
when the Candidates are in Order.  If there are multiple Candidates, the Senior Warden 
may instruct them each individually by name, or together as a group. 

26. bring th h 
Page 97, line 9 (2014); Page 102, line 7 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Warden uses the word “bring” here since he gives a command.  
“Bringing” is used when describing an action, and therefore not correct. 

27. thby fmg th 
Page 97, line 10 (2014); Page 102, line 8 (2007) 
The Conductor should assist the Candidate to come on the Step using verbal commands 
only.  No touching below the waist. 

28. Th Br is 
Page 97, line 13 (2014); Page 102, line 11 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Candidates are in Order, not in Due Form. 

29. r u wlg  
Page 97, line 19 (2014); Page 102, line 17 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Are you willing” not “are you still willing.”  This is the first time the 
Master asks if the Candidates are willing to take the obligation.  If there are multiple 
Candidates, the Master can ask them each individually by name or collectively as a 
group. 

30. of a s 
Page 97, line 24 (2014); Page 102, line 22 (2007) 
Suggestion: At the Senior Deacon’s direction, each Conductor brings his Candidate to the 
Altar.  Optionally, the Senior Deacon may bring forward each Candidate himself.  When 
there are multiple Candidates, they should be conducted to the Altar one at a time.  As the 
Candidate comes within two feet of the Altar kneeler, the Conductor should whisper to 
the Candidate that he is getting close and should shuffle his feet until they contact the 
Altar kneeler.  The Conductor then whispers that he is placing the Candidate’s hands on 
the edge of the Altar, and asks the Candidate kneel on both knees.  After the Candidate is 
kneeling upright on both knees, the Conductor instructs the Candidate to place his left 
foot flat on the floor.  The Conductor then assists the Candidate to place his hands in the 
appropriate position for the Obligation, and supports his left elbow throughout the work 
at the Altar.  For multiple Candidates the use of individual small Bibles, Squares and 
Compasses can assist greatly. 
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31. in due form. 
Page 97, line 26 (2014); Page 102, line 24 (2007) 
Suggestion:  As the Candidates advance to the Altar, the Marshal moves to a point half 
way between the Altar and the West and begins to direct the Masters of Ceremony and 
Stewards to their places in the West Wall, ensuring that their movements occur in a neat 
and orderly manner.  Refer to the Floorwork Guides for detailed information on forming 
the West Wall. 

32. *** 
Page 98, line 5 (2014); Page 103, line 4 (2007) 
Suggestion: Refer to the Floorwork Guides for detailed instructions on forming the 
Symbolic Temple 

33. three Altar tapers.) 
Page 99, line 1 (2014); Page 103, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion: All lights should except the tapers be extinguished as the Master approaches 
the Altar.  This includes the “G” in the East and any light directly above the Altar, if 
possible  Everyone comes to the Sign of Fidelity as the Master commences the 
obligation, except for the Master, Masters of Ceremony and Stewards. 

34. Jhs, &lf a 
Page 99, line 29 (2014); Page 104, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Left a prey,” not “left as prey.” 

35. kisses the Bible 
Page 100, line 5 (2014); Page 105, line 3 (2007) 
Suggestion:  After kissing the Bible, the Master (or Conductor) should say in a low voice 
that the Brothers may put their hands at their sides, kneel on both knees and relax. 

36. Rmv th ct 
Page 100, line 8 (2014); Page 105, line 7 (2007) 
Suggestion:  In the case of multiple Candidates, the Conductors should remove any 
additional Volumes of Sacred Law from the Altar after removing the cable-tow and give 
them to the Marshal or another designated Brother.  This will give the Candidate(s) an 
unobstructed view of the main Three Great Lights on the Altar when the hoodwink is 
removed.  The Senior Deacon should make sure the Square and Compasses are 
positioned correctly on the page with the Scripture Lesson and not covering it – 
preferably centered on the page, if practical. 

The Conductor of any Candidate who needs eyeglasses should place his Candidate’s 
glasses on the Altar before the Candidate is brought to Light. 
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37. (prompted by the conductor) 
Page 100, line 10 (2014); Page 105, line 9 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Conductor prompts the candidate with the proper words, “More Light in 
Masonry” at this time. 

38. yt o mtl pt i th d rspg Fmy. 
Page 100, line 19 (2014); Page 105, line 17 (2007) 
Explanation:  The use of the words “material” and “respecting” may cause some 
difficulty to the modern ear, but a paraphrase of this clause might prove helpful: “I was 
still lacking one essential part regarding (my knowledge of) Freemasonry.”  This one 
essential part is, of course, the Master Mason Degree. 

39. faces the West.) 
Page 100, line 22 (2014); Page 105, line 21 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Master should start his demonstration as near to the East as possible, so 
that the newly-obligated Fellowcrafts can see his feet as he comes on the Steps, and their 
view is not interrupted by the Altar.  This is particularly important in smaller Lodge 
rooms. 

40. (addressing the brother) 
Page 100, line 23 (2014); Page 105, line 23 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon declares the Master’s movements slowly, deliberately 
and simultaneously with the Master.  He is describing the Master’s actions, not directing 
them. 

41. W.M. on ntg 
Page 101, line 4 (2014); Page 106, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “On entering” not “upon entering.” 

42. ur on gd 
Page 101, line 21 (2014); Page 106, line 22 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Your own good judgment.”  More Light comes with more responsibility, 
and the Lodge now relies on the increased experience and maturity of a Fellowcraft to 
make these judgments.. 

43. If there are three 
Page 101, line 28 (2014); Page 107, line 3 (2007) 
Suggestion:  If there are more than three Candidates, assign knowledgeable Brothers in 
advance to assist at the Altar during this work. 
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44. g of E.A. 
Page 102, line 6 (2014); Page 107, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:   When describing the grips, the Master exchanges the questions and answers 
with the Senior Deacon, but not the grip.  The Master should demonstrate the grips with a 
Candidate at the Altar.  

45. W u b 
Page 102, line 9 and 30 (2014); Page 107, line 11 and 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The phrase is “off or from,” not “of or from.” 

46. S.D. pronounces word 
Page 102, line 28 (2014); Page 108, line 12 (2007) 
Suggestion:   The Master also pronounces the word:  “‘. . . . . .’ is the name (etc.).” 

47. return to the west 
Page 103, line 28 (2014); Page 108, line 21 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Wardens and Masters of Ceremony should remain inside the walls of 
the Symbolic Temple on their return to the West.  Refer to the Floorwork Guide for 
detailed instructions on breaking the Symbolic Temple. 

48. come on the step 
Page 104, line 9 (2014); Page 109, line 2 (2007) 
The Senior Deacon must make sure the Candidates are on the Step before he gives three 
raps. 

49. * (comes on the step) 
Page 104, line 12 (2014); Page 109, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Warden comes on the Step when rising, and must remain on the Step 
throughout his interaction with the Senior Deacon and Candidates. 

50.  (or) . . . . . . . wy Br Fcs 
Page 104, line 14 (2014); Page 109, line 7 (2007) 
Suggestion:   If there is more than one Fellowcraft, the Senior Deacon should say the 
number:  “(two, three, etc.) worthy Brother Fellowcrafts.”  He does not say their names, 
and he does not include himself in this number as he does in the Middle Chamber 
Lecture.  The correct words are “worthy Brother,” not “duly obligated” or “duly passed.” 

51. S. D. pronounces word.) / (word given by S.D.) 
Page 105, line 20 (2014); Page 110, line 11 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Warden does not repeat the word. 
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52. W u b 
Page 105, line 22 (2014); Page 110, line 12 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The phrase is “off or from,” not “of or from.” 

53. (word given by S.D.) 
Page 106, line 7 (2014); Page 110, line 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Warden does not repeat the word. 

54. come on the step 
Page 106, line 10 (2014); Page 110, line 29 (2007) 
The Senior Deacon must make sure the Candidates are on the Step before he gives three 
raps. 

55. * (comes on the step) 
Page 106, line 13 (2014); Page 111, line 2 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Warden comes on the Step when rising, and must remain on the Step 
throughout his interaction with the Senior Deacon and Candidates. 

56.  (or) . . . . . . . wy Br Fcs 
Page 106, line 15 (2014); Page 111, line 4 (2007) 
Suggestion:   If there is more than one Fellowcraft, the Senior Deacon should say the 
number:  “(two, three, etc.) worthy Brother Fellowcrafts.”  He does not say their names, 
and he does not include himself in this number as he does in the Middle Chamber 
Lecture.  The correct words are “worthy Brother,” not “duly obligated” or “duly passed.” 

57. L i & b. 
Page 107, line 18 (2014); Page 112, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Warden and Senior Deacon should know the spelling of this word, 
which is given in the normal order. 

58. S. D. pronounces word.) / (word given by S.D.) 
Page 107, line 21 (2014); Page 112, line 10 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Warden does not repeat the word. 

59. W u b 
Page 107, line 22 (2014); Page 112, line 11 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The phrase is “off or from,” not “of or from.” 

60. S. D. pronounces word.) / word given by S.D.) 
Page 108, line 7 (2014); Page 112, line 25 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Warden does not repeat the word. 
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61. a as Fc. 
Page 108, line 27 (2014); Page 113, line 14 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Teach this Brother (these Brothers) how to wear his Apron (their Aprons) as 
Fellowcraft (singular not plural).  During the Degrees Candidates attain different stages 
in their development that are states of being.  Therefore, Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, 
and Master Mason are states of being in the Degree process. 

62. (adjusts candidate’s apron) 
Page 108, line 28 (2014); Page 113, line 15 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Only the Senior Warden may adjust the Apron to the Fellowcraft position. 

63. before the W.M.) 
Page 109, line 8 (2014); Page 113, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:   No Brother who is performing a part of the Ritual assigned to the Master in 
the Standard Work and Lectures should acknowledge the Master, either before or after 
that piece of Ritual is presented.  This includes bowing, coming to the Sign of Fidelity or 
verbally thanking the Master.  Similarly, the Master should neither announce nor 
introduce a Brother who is performing a part of the Ritual assigned to the Master in the 
Standard Work and Lectures. 

This is because a Brother who is performing a part of the Ritual assigned to the Master 
does so as the Master’s proxy, and therefore embodies a virtual representation of the 
Master during his performance. 

In the Fellowcraft Degree this commonly includes the Working Tools, the Lecture of 
Forms and Ceremonies, the Lecture of Reasons, and the Charges. 

64. t prs jls 
Page 109, line 29 (2014); Page 114, line 17 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Three precious,” not “the three precious” or “the precious” (without the 
number three). 

The Senior Deacon should gesture to each body part as it is mentioned.  This way, when 
the same items are presented again during the ascent of the Winding Stairs and further 
emphasized at the conclusion of the Middle Chamber Lecture, the new Fellowcrafts will 
understand it as a clear example of how symbolic emblems are used to teach the tenets of 
our institution. 

65. closes the door 
Page 110, line 26 (2014); Page 115, line 12 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon does not knock on the door after he closes it. 
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MIDDLE CHAMBER LECTURE 
Note:  This beautiful Masonic Ritual piece should be presented in such a way that the 
performance (and the one giving it) is fully understood.  It should be presented with the wise use 
of voice, inflection, eye contact and clear speech in order to leave a lasting impression on those 
receiving it for the first time, as well as those who have seen it many times before. 

The Lecturer should be clothed as Fellowcraft and, if he wishes, may use an unadorned or plain 
staff only.  If there is sufficient space, the Lecture should begin with the Fellowcrafts and 
Lecturer standing between the Inner Door and the Pillars, passing through together at the 
appropriate time in order to reinforce the bond they share in their current endeavor. 

In this section of the Degree, the Fellowcrafts and Lecturer assume the role and persona of 
ancient Fellowcrafts whose work had been deemed worthy, and symbolically reenact the journey 
our ancient Brethren took into the Middle Chamber to be paid their wages.  This establishes an 
actual physical connection and metaphysical link between Fellowcrafts today and workmen of 
old.  All Masons in all ages who have worked their way into the Middle Chamber of King 
Solomon’s Temple are symbolically bound one to the other, and the new Fellowcrafts should 
sense that they are joined in their endeavor by all the Brethren and Fellows who have gone this 
way before them. 

1. The second section of this degree has reference 
Page 112, line 3 (2014); Page 117, line 1 (2007) 
Explanation: This section of the Lecture has the nature of an introduction that “sets the 
stage” for what is going to happen, namely that the Lecturer is going to take the new 
Fellowcrafts on a pilgrimage into the Middle Chamber of King Solomon’s Temple.  This 
is both a symbolic journey because it reenacts the pathways of our ancient Brethren, and a 
speculative journey because it explores the allegorical lessons and meanings associated 
with each portion of the trip.. 

2. Operative and Speculative. 
Page 112, line 6 (2014); Page 117, line 4 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer should pause between “Operative” and “Speculative” to make 
it clear that he is comparing two things. 
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Explanation: In the early years, working stonemasons’ Lodges would sometimes admit 
the occasional non-stonemason into their memberships, and by the end of the seventeenth 
century some Lodges were comprised mostly of non-stonemasons.  Both kinds of Lodges 
coexisted well into the eighteenth century, and in 1772 William Preston introduced the 
designations “Operative” and “Speculative” into the Masonic lexicon in order to 
differentiate the two competing streams of Masonry.  The distinction between “practical” 
and “philosophical” Masonry is especially relevant to the Middle Chamber Lecture, 
because much of what it contains is practical material whose philosophical implications 
are only revealed after study and contemplation. 

3. the vicissitudes and inclemencies of seasons 
Page 112, line 13 (2014); Page 117, line 11 (2007) 
Explanation: Vicissitudes (vih-SISS-ih-tudes) = “favorable or unfavorable events or 
situations that occur by chance; a fluctuation of state or  condition, as in ‘the vicissitudes 
of daily life.’”  

Inclemencies (in-CLEH-men-sees) = “qualities or states of being inclement; physically 
severe; stormy, as in ‘inclement weather.’”  

4. we learn to subdue the passions . . . practice charity. 
Page 112, line 21 (2014); Page 117, line 19 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer should pause between “subdue the passions . . . act upon the 
square . . . keep a tongue of good report . . . maintain secrecy . . . and practice charity.”   

This is a good technique to use in presenting a list of words or information when the 
audience should think about each item on the list.  This particular list is important 
because it outlines principles of Masonic conduct we should utilize in Lodge and 
exemplify in our daily lives – one example of how Masonry takes good men and makes 
them better.  

5. It leads the contemplative to view 
Page 112, line 27 (2014); Page 117, line 25 (2007) 
Explanation:  Contemplative (con-TEMP-la-tive not CON-tem-play-tive) = “a person 
engaged contemplation, e.g., thinking about things; historically used to describe monks 
and others who devoted their lives to meditation and study.”  A key component of 
Speculative Masonry is the contemplation of the symbols and lessons embodied in the 
Ritual which, being interwoven with religion, lead us to revere God 

Suggestion:  The Lecturer should use a reverential and contemplative tone to illustrate the 
process of connecting with Deity through the perfection of nature. 
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6. The second section of this degree also refers 
Page 112, line 3 (2014); Page 117, line 30 (2007) 
Explanation:  This section is among the most important because it sets the stage for what 
is going to happen for the rest of the Lecture and provides them with an underlying frame 
of reference that enables them to understand and contextualize everything that follows. 

7. On the ev of the sx da 
Page 115, line 12 (2014); Page 118, line 10 (2007) 
Explanation:  The transition from talking about the Jewish Sabbath to talking about the 
number of Fellowcrafts employed at the Temple is awkward, because the connection 
between these things is not immediately obvious.  The reason we talk about the Jewish 
Sabbath is to explain why the Fellowcrafts were paid once a week. 

Suggestion:  The Lecturer should give emphasis to the word “sixth” in order to clarify 
that the Fellowcrafts were paid on a weekly basis, just before the day of rest. 

8. sns, gps & wds 
Page 115, lines 14 and 18 (2014); Page 118, lines 12 and 19 (2007) 
cn, wn & oi 
Page 115, line 25 (2014); Page 118, line 23 (2007) 
Suggestion:  As before, it is a good idea to pause slightly between each item when giving 
a list. 

9. cn, wn & oi 
Page 115, line 25 (2014); Page 118, line 23 (2007) 
Explanation: Each of these substances was important during the time period of the First 
Temple.  Corn, meaning “grain,” provided bread, which was so important to nutrition that 
it was called “the Staff of Life.”  Wine assisted the body in recovering from hard labor, 
provided safe hydration free of dangerous pathogens and organisms, and was an 
important commodity that displayed the wealth of the grower.  Oil was for food and 
lighting, and was also employed in anointing ceremonies, which were part of the 
religious practice of the ancient Jews.  This also has a direct correspondence to our 
Masonic practices today, where we are not paid in material wages, but rather rewarded 
with the spiritual benefits of personal growth and moral improvement inculcated by 
Freemasonry.  In order to receive these rewards a Craftsman must labor in the quarries of 
the Craft, and the amount of Corn, Wine and Oil he receives is in due proportion to the 
labor he performs. 

10. evg of th sx da . . . th svth 
Page 115, line 29 (2014); Page 118, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The relationship of all the foregoing to the Jewish Sabbath can be neatly tied 
up by giving emphasis to “sixth” and “seventh.” 



 - 69 - 

11. W, my b, r i psn 
Page 114, line 1 (2014); Page 118, line 29 (2007) 
Explanation:  This is one of the most important parts of the Lecture, because it clearly 
informs the Fellowcrafts that they will symbolically reenact the journey of our ancient 
Brethren into the Middle Chamber. 

Suggestion:  The Lecturer can bring out the importance of this material and emphasize 
the symbolic reenactment aspect of the Lecture by coming close, using an intimate tone 
and giving emphasis to the words “we,” “same” and “ancient Brethren.” 

12. pl rpstg th MC 
Page 114, line 3 (2014); Page 119, line 2 (2007) 
adv, emblty, thro 
Page 114, line 5 (2014); Page 119, line 4 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Some attention to the words “representing” and “emblematically” will help 
to point out the fact that the journey is symbolic rather than literal. 

13. thro a prch . . . an inr dr 
Page 114, line 6 (2014); Page 119, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The remainder of the introduction sets forth the different landmarks of the 
Fellowcrafts’ journey.  In order to help the Fellowcrafts remember where they will be 
going, it is especially useful to pause at each item on the list. 

14. ps btw tw plrs, 
Page 114, line 7 (2014); Page 119, line 7 (2007) 
Suggestion:  If the space between the Inner Door and the Pillars is so small that the 
Fellowcrafts won’t have a good view of the Pillars, the Lecturer can bring the 
Fellowcrafts through at this point and take a position between the Pillars himself in order 
to describe them in full view of the Fellowcrafts. 

15. one on th rt hd 
Page 114, line 9 (2014); Page 119, line 9 (2007) 
Suggestion:  It is helpful for the Lecturer to gesture towards each Pillar as he mentions it, 
bearing in mind that he must gesture to his right for the left Pillar and to his left for the 
right Pillar if he is East of the Pillars while the Fellowcrafts remain West of them. 

16. fv cubts hi 
Page 114, line 15 (2014); Page 119, line 15 (2007) 
Explanation:  A cubit is an ancient unit of length based on the approximate length of the 
forearm from the elbow to the tip of the middle finger, meaning that the Pillars were 
around 60 feet tall.   
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Suggestion: One way for the Lecturer to demonstrate this is to hold his bent arm forward 
in a vertical position and point from his elbow to his fingertips when saying “cubit.” 

17. brass 
Page 114, line 16 (2014); Page 119, line 17 (2007) 
Explanation:  At the time of the King James Bible, “brass” was used to describe all 
copper alloys.  “Bronze” did not enter the English language until considerably later. 

18. inundtn or cnflgtn 
Page 114, line 18 (2014); Page 119, line 18 (2007) 
Explanation:  Inundation (in-un-DAY-shun) = “the rising of a body of water and its 
overflowing onto normally dry land; flooding.”  Conflagration (con-fla-GRAY-shun) = 
“a particularly large and destructive fire.” 

19. Scth & Zrdatha 
Page 114, line 20 (2014); Page 119, line 20 (2007) 
Explanation:  Succoth (soo-COAT) and Zeredatha (zeh-reh-DAH-tha or zeh-RED-ah-tha) 
were cities a few kilometers apart along the Jordan River.  1 Kings 7:46 and 2 Chronicles 
4:17 in the Old Testament describe foundries established at this location for casting the 
Pillars and other articles for the Temple.  Metallurgy of the period used the sand casting 
process, which requires a good source of clay to bond the sand that forms the molds.  The 
banks of the Jordan River between these two cities were presumably known as a good 
and convenient source of clay. 

20. th wr cst hlo 
Page 114, line 22 (2014); Page 119, line 22 (2007) 
Explanation:  The depiction of the Pillars as a special kind of safe where the archives of 
our ancient Brethren would be protected from fire and flooding is a deliberate allusion to 
one of the earliest legends in the Old Charges of Freemasonry, in which the sons of 
Lamech preserved the knowledge of mankind from God’s coming vengeance in two 
pillars: one that would not burn and one that would not sink. 

Suggestion:  If the Pillars in the Lodge Room are actually hollow, the Lecturer can rap 
his knuckles against one as an illustration. 

21. The chapiters were ornamented 
Page 114, line 24 (2014); Page 119, line 25 (2007) 
Explanation:  Chapiter (CHAP-ih-ter) = “the capital of a column.”  In buildings, the 
chapiter crowns the shaft of the column or pilaster and bears the weight of the 
entablature.  In freestanding columns, such as the Pillars of the Porch, they are purely 
decorative. 
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Sugestion:  The Lecturer can use his hands or staff to indicate the various aspects of the 
Pillars as he describes them.  If the Pillars in the Lodge Room have the decorations on 
parts of the Pillars other than the chapiters, the Lecturer can gesture towards the chapiters 
when mentioning them but otherwise point to the lillywork, network and pomegranates 
wherever they are depicted. 

22. These pillars are surmounted 
Page 115, line 12 (2014); Page 120, line 15 (2007) 
Explanation:  Surmounted (ser-MOUNT-ed) = “topped by something.” 

Suggestion:  The Lecturer should give some emphasis to “these” in order to indicate that 
he is no longer talking about the Pillars of the Porch, which were not surmounted with 
globes, but instead talking about the Pillars in the Lodge Room. 

23. artificial spherical bodies 
Page 115, line 12 (2014); Page 120, line 16 (2007) 
Explanation:  The placement of globes atop the Pillars is an entirely Masonic invention 
with no basis in Biblical scripture.  The globes described in the Lecture display the fruits 
of groundbreaking research conducted by eighteenth century scientific titans such as 
Isaac Newton, and it is not surprising that Masons of that era would have been inspired 
by them to study the sciences that collected and relied upon such knowledge. 

Suggestion:  The Lecturer can point out the terrestrial sphere at the mention of the 
“countries, seas and various parts of the earth” and the celestial sphere when speaking of 
“the face of the heavens, and the planetary revolutions.”  In addition, some flavor of the 
wonder with which eighteenth century Masons beheld the globes can be conveyed by 
adopting a tone of awe when describing how they inspire us. 

24. ascd th thr stps 
Page 115, line 22 (2014); Page 120, line 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:  If actual stairs, a floorcloth or some other physical representation of the 
steps is used, the Lecturer should go first and take care that the Fellowcrafts negotiate 
them safely.  The Lecturer is their guide, and responsible for their safe passage.  If no 
physical representation is used, the Lecturer should take deliberately slow and widely-
spaced steps, and instruct the Fellowcrafts to do the same in his footsteps. 

25. (The S.D. does not point 
Page 115, line 28 (2014); Page 121, line 3 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer does not physically point out these officers to the Fellowcrafts 
because the symbolism of the Lecture places them on the stairs to the Middle Chamber 
rather than inside a Lodge Room. 
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26. The five orders of ancient classic architecture 
Page 116, line 21 (2014); Page 121, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  A large format representation of the Orders of Architecture displayed on an 
easel can be a useful prop when explaining this section.  Visual representation is 
absolutely essential if the Lecturer will be performing the optional full descriptions of the 
Orders, in which case he must be able to point out the abacus, cornice (COR-niss), dentils 
(DEN-tills), entablature (en-TAB-la-chure), frieze (freeze), metopes (MET-uh-peez), 
modillions (mow-DILL-yuns), quarter-rounds, triglyphs (TRY-glifs) and volutes (VOLL-
yutes) as they are mentioned. 

27. The five human senses 
Page 118, line 25 (2014); Page 124, line 2 (2007) 
Suggestion:  It is good practice to pause between each of the senses when giving them as 
a list.  The Lecturer may also illustrate each sense with a gesture to the corresponding 
sense organ as he mentions each sense. 

28. the seven Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Page 119, line 25 (2014); Page 124, line 10 (2007) 
Suggestion:  As before, it is a good practice to pause between each science when giving 
them as a list to be sure the Fellowcrafts remember them. 

The Lecturer should also pause and take a deep breath between each science when 
describing them, otherwise it may sound like a run-on sentence.  Remember, each science 
represents a different step. 

29. from a point to a line, from a line to a superficies 
Page 120, line 12 (2014); Page 124, line 28 (2007) 
Explanation:  The passage describing how points, lines, surfaces and solid bodies 
encompass all of geometry was adapted from Euclid’s Elements. 

Superficies (soop-er-FISH-eez) = “the outer surface of a geometrical area or body.”   

30. Music is that art which affects 
Page 121, line 7 (2014); Page 125, line 24 (2007) 
Suggestion:  If there is an organist or other musician, he must rehearse with the Lecturer.  
Not only must “The Star Spangled Banner” and “Home Sweet Home” be played at the 
correct moment, but the musician must transition without pause back to soft background 
music as soon as these selections are finished so that music is present throughout the 
entire section.  If a CD player or other playback device is used in lieu of a musician, even 
more rehearsal with the Brother “pushing the buttons” may be needed. 
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31. Last eight bars of the “Star Spangled Banner” 
Page 121, line 23 (2014); Page 126, line 9 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lodge should be raised with the Brothers giving the civilian salute.  
Each Lodge has its own custom on singing. In truth it is hard to get Americans to not to 
sing the anthem. 

32. The martial strains of national airs 
Page 121, line 26 (2014); Page 126, line 11 (2007) 
Explanation:  All the passages in the section on music were added to the Lecture in the 
years following the American Civil War and offer a rare opportunity for pure 
theatricality.  It should add a great depth of understanding to our appreciation of the 
section contrasting “the martial strains of national airs” with “the mellowing tides of old 
cathedral airs” to know that it came into the work just after the conclusion of the 
bloodiest war in American history. 

33. Last First eight bars of “Home, Sweet Home” 
Page 122, line 6 (2014); Page 126, line 21 (2007) 
Explanation:  “Home, Sweet Home” was such a sentimental favorite among soldiers on 
both sides of the Civil War that they were occasionally forbidden from singing it due to 
its negative effect on morale. 

Suggestion:  Some Lodges have a custom of singing this selection.  Another way of 
presenting “Home Sweet Home” is for the Lecturer to repeat the words “be it ever so 
humble there’s no place like home” either during or just after the music. 

Correction:  It is the first, not the last eight bars of “Home, Sweet Home” that should be played. 

34. gratitude to the Creator of the Universe 
Page 122, line 18 (2014); Page 127, line 7 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The music should stop abruptly after the Lecturer says “gratitude to the 
Creator of the Universe” in order to focus the spotlight on the Master as he gavels up the 
Lodge and leads the Brethren in the Masonic Doxology.  As a practical matter, this also 
gives the organist a moment to get ready to play “Old Hundredth.” 

35. we r nw aprchg 
Page 122, line 27 (2014); Page 127, line 13 (2007) 
Explanation:  This section is designed simply to show how ancient Fellowcrafts used the 
esoteric material they had been given to pass through the Outer and Inner Doors, and to 
provide a legendary underpinning for the password. 

Suggestion: When the Lecturer explains that they are about to approach the Outer Door, 
he should use a subdued voice, as though he does not wish the Junior Warden to hear.  It 
is a “secret” between them.  This adds a level of intimacy and mystery to what is about to 
take place, and reinforces the Lecturer’s role as both guide and Fellowcraft. 
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One important consideration is to give some thought to ways this section can be made 
more “real” to the Fellowcrafts.  This can be as simple as the way the Lecturer uses his 
voice and acting ability, as suggested above.  Or the Lodge can use prop doors or curtains 
suspended near the South and West Stations.  Some Lodges tile the anteroom door and 
station the Wardens at the actual Outer and Inner Doors, bringing the Fellowcrafts out the 
Outer Door, then around through the anteroom and preparation room to reenter the Lodge 
through the Inner Door.  The act of knocking on real doors, being examined by a Warden 
at the thresholds, and then passing through the real doorways can be an especially 
effective way of making the Fellowcrafts feel as though they are in a new and different 
space when they enter the Middle Chamber – especially if the lights are dimmed and the 
room rearranged during their brief absence.  There are, of course, numerous other 
possibilities depending on the facilities and the Lodge’s traditions. 

36. Tw Fcs, ndvg 
Page 123, line 5 (2014); Page 127, line 21 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The number should be modified as appropriate and the Lecturer should 
count himself among them to reinforce the fact that they are all Fellowcrafts working 
their way into the Middle Chamber.  The Fellowcrafts’ names should not be given here. 

In some Lodge Rooms the Lecturer may have to ascend the Junior Warden’s Station in 
order to be clearly seen by the Fellowcrafts as he presents this work, although other 
Lodges insist it be given directly from the floor.  In either case, the Lecturer should make 
sure that the Fellowcrafts have a good view, and after giving each answer to the Junior 
Warden he should address the explanatory stories directly to the Fellowcrafts. 

37. we r nw aprchg 
Page 124, line 21 (2014); Page 129, line 10 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer should adopt the same intimate manner with the Fellowcrafts 
as before, and give some emphasis to the word “Inner” in order to remind Fellowcrafts 
they are getting closer to their eventual goal. 

If the Lodge is using the actual Outer and Inner Doors, the Lecturer should take his time 
leading the Fellowcrafts around to the Inner Door so that the Brethren can strike any 
props and turn down all the lights except for the Altar lights and the Letter G.  This will 
make the Lodge Room feel like “new and different space” when the Fellowcrafts reenter. 

38. w r nw i a pl rpsg 
Page 125, line 19 (2014); Page 130, line 9 (2007) 
Explanation:  The Fellowcrafts have been found worthy, and are now qualified to learn 
the further implications of Geometry.  Having been admitted into the Middle Chamber, 
they are encouraged to study the workings of the Great Architect through Geometry in 
order to develop a better understanding of God, Nature and ourselves. 

Suggestion:  As the Fellowcrafts are brought into the Middle Chamber, the Lecturer’s 
tone should reflect a sense of wonder at the new surroundings.  The Lecturer can convey 
his feelings for their accomplishment by giving emphasis to the word “now.” 



 - 75 - 

39. The lapse of time, the ruthless hand 
Page 126, line 15 (2014); Page 131, line 6 (2007) 
Explanation:  Here, the Lecture describes what can happen if we don’t adhere to Masonic 
principles:  We invite the devastation that war and ignorance have wrought upon the 
greatest achievements of our Craft.  Thus were even the walls of Solomon’s Temple 
pulled down when God judged the children of Israel against the plumb-line and found 
that they had strayed from the path of righteousness. 

Suggestion:  The Lecturer should transition to a new tone of great sorrow or stern 
admonishment when speaking of ignorance and devastation in order to set the tone for the 
destruction of the Temple. 

40. Even the Temple of Solomon 
Page 126, line 21 (2014); Page 131, line 11 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer  should use a voice full of concern and amazement when 
delivering these words, which not only describe the destruction of the First Temple but 
also allude to the possible demise of Freemasonry. 

41. escaped not the unsparing ravages 
Page 126, line 19 (2014); Page 131, line 13 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Emphasis on the word “not” helps to make clear that the Temple was 
destroyed. 

42. Freemasonry, notwithstanding, still survives. 
Page 126, line 22 (2014); Page 131, line 15 (2007) 
Explanation:  Here, the Lecture relates how Freemasonry persists despite every attempt to 
destroy it, and reveals the full importance of the attentive ear, instructive tongue and 
faithful breast.  We care about the Ritual and study its words and meanings so the body of 
the Craft can be passed on to future ages just as they were handed down to us. 

Suggestion:  When speaking of how Freemasonry still survives, the Lecturer should again 
change tone to demonstrate his pride and give some emphasis to the words “still 
survives” – because it is truly a miracle. 

43. The attentive ear 
Page 126, line 24 (2014); Page 131, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion: It helps tie the Lecture together if the Lecturer evokes his first presentation of 
these items by pointing to his ear, mouth and chest. 

44. Tools and implements of architecture 
Page 126, line 28 (2014); Page 131, line 19 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Some Lodges like to display all the Working Tools for the Middle Chamber 
Lecture, either alongside the Bible on the Altar, or on a table nearby.  The Lecturer can 
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point them out as examples of “tools and implements of architecture,” and then gesture to 
the Letter G suspended in the East as he refers to “symbolic emblems, most expressive.”  
The collection of Working Tools may include the Trowel, as it has not been formally 
presented and its presence hints that there is more ahead. 

45. Every Brother admitted 
Page 127, line 4 (2014); Page 131, line 26 (2007) 
Explanation:  The Lecturer’s part draws to a close by referencing every Brother who has 
made this symbolic and spiritual journey before us, once again reinforcing the physical 
connection and metaphysical link that exists among all Fellowcrafts who have earned 
admission into the Middle Chamber of King Solomon’s Temple throughout all ages. 

Suggestion:  Looking around the entire room when delivering this piece draws every 
Brother into the journey upon which the Fellowcrafts embarked at the Inner Door. 

46. a temple of honor, of justice 
Page 127, line 9 (2014); Page 132, line 1 (2007) 
Explanation:  Here the Lecture teaches that the Fellowcrafts’ true admission has not been 
into a physical room, but rather into a spiritual chamber whose walls are honor, justice, 
purity, knowledge and truth – five words that describe what a Mason believes in and uses 
as his personal plumb-line throughout life.  It is only be heeding the lessons inculcated in 
the Middle Chamber that a Mason may become the Master of himself and useful to the 
world around him. 

Suggestion:  An especially a lengthy pause should be taken after every item on the list in 
order for the importance of each word to make its full impact felt. 

47. I hv th pls of prstg 
Page 128, line 9 (2014); Page 132, line 15 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lecturer should come to the Sign of Fidelity when addressing the 
Worshipful Master, and his voice should convey great pleasure and pride at taking yet 
another group of Fellowcrafts to the Middle Chamber.  He should have a list of the 
Fellowcrafts’ names and know how to pronounce them properly. 

48. I cngrtult u up ur arvl 
Page 128, line 14 (2014); Page 132, line 20 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Master’s congratulations should reflect his happiness at welcoming the 
Fellowcrafts into a place representing the Middle Chamber, and he may rise here as an 
expression of his respect for their achievement. 
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49. Th rcd is md. 
Page 128, line 22 (2014); Page 132, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When the Secretary is addressed he should respond to the Master in at a 
volume that can be heard clearly throughout the Lodge Room.  A special document can 
also be spread upon the minutes of the Lodge in commemoration of the event. 

50. It ws thr als ou anc Brn 
Page 128, line 23 (2014); Page 132, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion:  It is important to give some consideration to making it a climactic moment 
when the Fellowcrafts are paid their wages. 

Some Lodges purchase kits containing small glass vessels of Corn, Wine and Oil, 
which the Master presents to each Fellowcraft.   

Other Lodges display a small loaf of bread beside glass bowls of grain, wine and 
olive oil on a table or pedestal near the East.  The Master can then come down to 
the Level and evoke the ritual consumption of food common to so many spiritual 
traditions by taking a small piece of bread, dipping it in wine and oil, and 
presenting it to the Fellowcraft to eat as he says the words “the corn of nourishment, 
the wine of refreshment and the oil of joy” (repeating this phrase for each 
Fellowcraft if there is more than one).   

Some Lodges like for the Master to remain in his Station while the Senior Warden 
comes to the East and pays the Craft their wages, in reference to symbolism in the 
Lodge Opening. 

Many possibilities exist, depending on each Lodge’s culture and practices. 

51. It is th initl 
Page 129, line 7 (2014); Page 133, line 13 (2007) 
Explanation: The Middle Chamber ends with the Master’s explanation of the higher 
Meaning of the Letter G.  At each step along their journey the Fellowcrafts have 
increased in knowledge and depth of understanding, and they have learned that powerful 
symbols may have more than one Meaning.  The higher Meaning of the Letter G is no 
exception.  It teaches us that we are all on the Level, always working our way East 
towards a better relationship with God and our fellow men. 

Suggestion:  The Master should change to a suitably profound tone when speaking of the 
Letter G.  He may point to the Letter G during this explanation, but must begin to come 
down after raising the Lodge so that everyone is on the Level at the Sign of Fidelity when 
bowing before God. 
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LECTURE OF FORMS AND CEREMONIES 
(QS & AS) 

Note:  The Master may appoint Brothers as proxies to perform his and/or the Senior Deacon’s 
parts in the Lecture.  The two parts are represented below as “Questioner” and “Answerer” 
respectively.  The proxies for the Master and/or the Senior Deacon may be Fellowcrafts or 
Master Masons, and it is a good idea to encourage recently Passed or Raised Brothers to perform 
this work as a way of furthering their proficiency and igniting a passion for performing quality 
Ritual.  The Brothers participating should wear their Aprons based on the Degree they have 
attained and/or office they hold. 

1. candidate is seated  
Page 129, line 13 (2014); Page 133, line 20 (2007) 
The Candidates should be seated between the Altar and the East.  If the limitations of the 
Lodge room make this impractical, however, they can either stand between the Altar and 
the East or, preferably, they can be seated on the sideline in the North East Corner. 

2. the W.M.)  
Page 129, line 17 (2014); Page 133, line 22 (2007) 
Suggestion:  This is a required piece of work for the Master that is frequently overlooked.  
It explains what the Candidates are about to see, and the importance thereof. 

3. Sign of Fidelity 
Page 130, line 8 (2014); Page 134, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Questioner should stand on the floor level East of the Altar facing North 
while the Answerer faces South and is on the Sign of Fidelity.  If the Candidates have 
been seated in the North East Corner, the Brothers should position themselves in front of 
them with the Questioner to the East and the Answerer to the West.  

4. I m; tr m. 
Page 130, line 10 (2014); Page 134, line 10 (2007) 
Explanation:  Try = “to examine judiciously, discover by evaluation, test.”  The Answerer 
indicates his willingness to prove he is a Fellowcraft by inviting the Questioner’s due trial 
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and strict examination.  This symbolism is extended by an allusion to the operative and 
speculative functions of the Working Tools of the Degree, which try perpendiculars and 
uprightness, prove horizontals and equality, and judge the rightness and morality of these 
qualities in relation to each other using the same “square of virtue” on which he was 
received when first entering a Fellowcraft Lodge. 

5. Frth pt of a crc 
Page 130, line 17 (2014); Page 134, line 17 (2007) 
Explanation:  In geometry, a degree is a unit of measurement indicating the extent of an 
angle between two lines, with each degree representing 1/360th of a full circular rotation.  
Thus, a full circle has three hundred sixty degrees which, divided through the center into 
four equal parts, forms circular sectors known as quadrants.  The quadrant curve 
represents a circular arc of ninety degrees – which is a prominent feature of Palladian 
architecture – and the intersection of the two lines forms an angle of ninety degrees, also 
known as a right angle or the angle of a square.   

6. Adv a sn.  
Page 131, line 1 (2014); Page 135, line 1 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Questioner should quietly ask the Candidates to rise, and make sure 
both he and the Answerer are on the Step.  He then addresses this line to both of them. 

The Answerer may instruct the Candidates in giving the Due Guard properly.  The 
Answerer and the Candidates should maintain the Due Guard until after the question “Hs 
it an al?” is answered. 

7. A fur sn?  
Page 131, line 9 (2014); Page 135, line 10 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Answerer may instruct the Candidates in giving the Sign properly.  The 
Answerer and the Candidates should maintain the Sign until after the question “Hs tt an?” 
is answered. 

8. of the o. 
Page 131, line 13 (2014); Page 135, line 13 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Questioner should quietly ask the Candidates to be seated. 

9. Wt r tkns. 
Page 131, line 14 (2014); Page 135, line 14 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Are tokens” (plural) not “is a token” (singular). 
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10. gv m a tkn.  
Page 131, line 17 (2014); Page 135, line 17 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Questioner should stand fast while the Answerer advances to the 
Questioner to give the Token/Grip, showing it to the Candidates. 

11. Bg u. 
Page 131, line 29 (2014); Page 135, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Answerer should say the Word slowly and deliberately. 

12. W u b 
Page 132, line 2 (2014); Page 135, line 30 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The phrase is “off or from,” not “of or from.” 

13. dbl ti t th Fty. 
Page 132, line 28 (2014); Page 136, line 24 (2007) 
Explanation:  In the Entered Apprentice Degree the purpose of the Cable-tow was to lead 
the candidate out of the Lodge had he not conformed to the ceremonies of the Degree.  In 
the Fellowcraft Degree the manner in which the Cable-tow symbolizes the increased 
responsibilities of a Fellowcraft as he advances in Masonry. 

14. Advg on my  
Page 134, line 15 (2014); Page 138, line 12 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Answerer should come on the Step as he is describing it to further 
instruct the Candidates. 

15. (the Lodge is not raised  
Page 135, line 3 (2014); Page 138, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion: The recitation of the obligation is part of the required Standard Work.  There 
is no formal option to delete any part of the Work.  

16. V of Jhs 
Page 135, line 26 (2014); Page 139, line 24 (2007) 
Explanation:  Joel 3 relates the tradition that the Lord will come to judge the nations in 
the Valley of Jehoshaphat, a symbolic place representing a broad plain large enough for 
the nations to be gathered together and defeated.  The Valley of Jehoshaphat therefore 
symbolizes a place of judgment. 
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17. I ws yt on mtrl pt i th dk rsptg Fmy. 
Page 136, line 10 (2014); Page 140, line 9 (2007) 
Explanation:  The use of the words “material” and “respecting” may cause some 
difficulty to the modern ear, but a paraphrase of this clause might prove helpful: “I was 
still lacking one essential part regarding (my knowledge of) Freemasonry.”  This one 
essential part is, of course, the Master Mason Degree. 

18. Th W.M. aphg   
Page 136, line 13 (2014); Page 140, line 12 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Answerer should come on the Step and give the Due Guard and Sign as 
he is describing them to further instruct the Candidates. 

 

CHARGE 1 
Note:  Taking the time to understand the meaning of the Charge will greatly enhance your 
performance of it. 

1. Nothing does the Holy Bible . . . nothing does Masonry . . . 
Page 138, line 24 (2014); Page 142, line 20 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The word “nothing” should be given a strong emphasis both times it is said 
here.  Mutual dependence and cooperation is a key theme of the Bible and a foundational 
tenet of our Fraternity. 

2. No household . . . No community . . . No city . . . No state . . . No Government . . . 
Page 138, line 27 (2014); Page 142, line 24 (2007) 
Suggestion:  These five sentences provide clear examples of how failings in human 
character can cause the demise of these institutions and progress from smaller to larger in 
a growing cycle of deterioration.  It is not difficult to infer the same fate when applied to 
the Lodge, the District, the Region, the Jurisdiction and the Fraternity.  Whether the 
communal structure is Masonic or profane, both succumb to the effects of selfishness, 
dissention, gossip, apathy and greed. 
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3. But your influence passing through and from those whom that circle may surround, 
Page 139, line 14 (2014); Page 143, line 12 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Here we learn that the behavior of one towards another can counteract the 
“cycle of deterioration” created by human failings, and may have larger, even global, 
implications as the result of these practices inevitably spread further than one can ever 
know.  The lesson is that we must act with the same good character at all times public 
and private. 

4. “My Brother!” 
Page 139, line 25 (2014); Page 143, line 24 (2007) 
Suggestion: The term, “My Brother,” is the most endearing phrase we use when greeting 
each other as Masons, especially when accompanied by a handshake.  The speaker can 
emphasize the special nature of these words at the conclusion of the Charge by coming 
down to firmly shake the hand of each Candidate, timing it to say “My Brother!” as he 
takes the hand of the last Candidate 

 

CHARGE 2 
Note:  Taking the time to understand the meaning of the Charge will greatly enhance your 
performance of it. 

1. I congratulate you on your preferment. 
Page 139, line 28 (2014); Page 143, line 28 (2007) 
Explanation:  Preferment = “advancement or promotion in dignity, office, or station.” 

2. As you increase in knowledge, you will improve in social intercourse. 
Page 140, line 1 (2014); Page 144, line 2 (2007) 
Suggestion:  These words speak to the value and practical effect of education, which is a 
core lesson of the Fellowcraft Degree. 
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TEAM PLANNING CHECKLIST 
This checklist is intended to help all relevant Lodge Officers to work together as a team to strive 
for Ritual excellence in the Fellowcraft Degree. The Ritual Director and Master should work 
together to ensure that each item is checked “done.”  While Fellowcrafts are Brothers, they are 
still Candidates for the Master Mason Degree and will be identified as “Candidates” below.  A 
PowerPoint version of this checklist is provided in the “Resources” folder on the Ritual 
Renaissance CD for use in Lodge or District presentations. 

Has the Secretary: 

☐
 

Sent notification to each Candidate at least one month in advance, informing him of the 
date of the Degree, the attire for the evening and whether there is a dinner prior to the 
Degree? 

☐
 

Sent a Dispensation request to the Grand Master at least two months in advance of the 
Degree, if needed? 

It is good practice to communicate to the District Deputy Grand Master and Assistant 
Grand Lecturer(s) that a Dispensation has been requested for the Degree. Confirm the 
Degree details with them (date, time, number of Candidates). 

☐
 

Made a copy of the Lodge’s by-laws for each Candidate?  

☐
 

Worked with the Master to communicate with each Candidate? 

☐
 

Received a reply from each Candidate confirming that he will be attending the Degree? 
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☐ Published the rehearsal dates for the Degree in the Lodge publication or email list? 

Has the Master: 

☐
 

Scheduled a place on his Trestleboard for the Master Mason Degree, ensuring that there 
is enough time between Degrees for the Candidates to achieve proficiency? 

☐
 

Communicated with the membership of the Lodge and District to make sure they know a 
Degree is being conferred, along with all of the details? 

☐
 

Planned the meeting so that Lodge business is  kept to a minimum and conducted after 
the Degree, so that the Candidates and guests are not kept waiting? 

☐
 

Called or emailed each Candidate several days before the Degree to confirm that he will 
be at the Lodge, letting him know what time to report and providing any other pertinent 
details? 

A phone call is recommended as it adds a personal touch. 

☐ Ascertained from each Candidate whether he wishes to take his Obligation on the 
particular Volume of Sacred Law of his faith, arranged to have the requested Book 
present at the Degree, and coordinated with the Senior Deacon to make sure it is placed 
before the correct Candidate at the Altar? 

☐
 

Worked with the Senior Deacon to ensure that the Candidates are suitably proficient and 
worthy of advancement? 

No Candidate should be examined on the evening of his scheduled Degree or at any time 
in open Lodge unless the Master is confident it will be a successful examination. 

☐
 

Made sure that each Candidate has received the third LSOME lesson? 

☐
 

Taken into consideration any special requests the sponsor or Candidate may have, such 
as a preference for a specific Conductor? 
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☐
 

Made sure that each Candidate is invited to the Lodge meal, if one is held prior to the 
Degree? 

☐
 

Worked with the Ritual Director to assign all the Ritual parts necessary to confer the 
Degree based on the 2014 version of the Standard Work and Lectures, including a 
Conductor for each Candidate? 

☐
 

Worked with the Ritual Director to hold as many rehearsals as needed to ensure that the 
Degree team is proficient and able to deliver an excellent Ritual performance? 

It is good practice to invite the Assistant Grand Lecturer(s) to attend each rehearsal. 

☐
 

Worked with the Ritual Director to ascertain that the Officers and Degree Team are 
proficient in the Work to be performed?  This includes the Drama Team if the Lodge is 
to exemplify the Hiramic Drama itself. 

☐
 

Worked with the Ritual Director to identify qualified backups for all key roles in the 
Ritual, who can step in and perform at the last minute? 

☐
 

Worked with the Ritual Director to make sure that all the Officers and members of the 
Degree team know the correct pronunciation of each Candidate’s name? 

It is useful to provide a card to each officer listing the Candidates’ names.  Use phonetic 
spellings for names that are difficult to pronounce. 

☐
 

Made sure that each Candidate’s mentor has followed through by meeting with the 
Candidate? 

Have the Senior Deacon and Masters of Ceremony: 

☐
 

Made sure the Preparation Room is clean and orderly, that the lighting is reflective in 
nature, and that there is seating for each Candidate? 

☐
 

Checked with each Candidate to see if he has any physical handicaps that will prevent 
him from kneeling properly at the Altar? 

If he does, inform the Master and make sure a chair is available near the Altar.  
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☐
 

Checked with each Candidate to make sure he can go through the Second Section 
without assistance, and made a plan to provide assistance if it is needed?  

☐
 

Confirmed several weeks in advance of the Degree that all uniforms are clean, 
hoodwinks and slippers in good working order (elastic & string ties)? 

☐
 

Verified that the lighting at the Altar is in order? 

Make sure that bulbs are working, or that candles and wicks are ready for lighting. 

☐
 

Verified that the Senior Deacon is familiar with the placing of the Square & Compasses 
on the Bible for the Master Mason Degree? 

☐
 

Confirmed that the Working Tools are prepared for their presentation during the Degree? 

☐
 

Made sure that the Lodge has sufficient Squares, Compasses and Bibles for all the 
Candidates? 

☐
 

Checked with each Candidate to see if he needs to wear eyeglasses after being brought to 
light?   

If so, The Senior Master of Ceremony should take his glasses just prior to applying the 
hoodwink, and give them to the appropriate Conductor.  The Conductor should return 
the Candidate’s glasses after he is brought to Light. 

A Candidate who wears glasses should be explicitly told that glasses, when worn, 
constitute “part of his body” and not a “metallic object.”  This avoids confusion later. 
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☐
 

Checked to ascertain if a Candidate has brought a Sacred Book of his choosing? 

Each Candidate should be asked in advance of the Ritual whether he has a preference, 
and it should always be honored.  We must ensure that our preparation and handling of 
each Holy Book at the Altar is in line with the proper religious customs. 

☐
 

Remembered that the slipper is placed on the left foot (the shoe should be worn on the 
advancing foot for each Degree) and the sock is on the other foot? 

Socks are recommended and can be kept on both feet if the candidate wishes. 

☐
 

Made sure that each Candidate’s costume is properly configured for the Degree:  Both 
breasts and knees bare? 

☐
 

Made sure that the Cable-tow is placed on each Candidate so that it stays on during the 
Degree but is easily taken off when appropriate? 

It should be pre-knotted (no slipknots) and placed three times around the body. 

☐
 

Made sure that no jewelry or metallic items are to be worn in any Degree? 

If something metallic can’t be removed it must be covered with tape, and the Candidate 
should explicitly be told that it is now “part of his body” and not “a metallic object.” 

☐
 

Made sure that each Candidate wears his Apron as Fellowcraft while entering the Lodge 
for his Master Mason Degree? 

☐
 

Made a Candidate aware that he can assist the Masters of Ceremony with making the 
alarm at the Inner Door? 

☐
 

Made sure that proper decorum is maintained at all times?  

Your attitudes must reflect how important this night is. 

☐
 

Made sure that a Brother of the Lodge is present with the Candidates until the Masters of 
Ceremony are in the Preparation Room? 

If a formal Chamber of Reflection is used, make sure a Brother is nearby to answer any 
questions or concerns. 
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FIRST SECTION 
Note: The Master should take the time to instruct the Brethren on the following points just prior 
to the commencement of the Degree: 

1. All cell phones and other electronic devices should be turned off and stay off; 

2. The Brethren should step lively to the lines and fill in East of the Altar as soon as 
the Master gavels to form the Symbolic Temple; 

3. No one should prompt or provide assistance during the Degree except for the 
Master and/or Brother designated for this purpose (the Master should also explain 
the protocol for requesting a prompt). 

1. The examination if done in open Lodge 
Page 143, line 5 (2014); Page 147, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Lodge must be lowered to the Fellowcraft Degree before the Candidates 
enter.  The Candidates enter through the Outer Door, salute West of the Altar and answer 
the Senior Deacon’s questions.  This is normally done East of the Altar, but may be done 
anywhere in the Lodge room at the Master’s discretion.  Following the examination, the 
Candidates retire through the Outer Door and the Lodge is raised to the Master Mason 
Degree. 

2. fr wch dg? 
Page 144, lines 10, 12 and 15 (2014); Page 148, lines 14, 17 and 18 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The line is “Br. AB is in waiting” – not “There is without . . .” 

3. Thr bng no objn 
Page 144, line 19 (2014); Page 148, line 22 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The correct wording is “There being no objection,” not “There being none” 
or “If there are no objections.” 
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4. cld as Fc 
Page 144, line 25 (2014); Page 148, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion:  This means with the Apron being worn with the flap up in addition to the 
left corner being tucked up.  

5. salute the W. M. 
Page 144, line 29 (2014); Page 149, line 3 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Masters of Ceremony can minimize the awkward handling of their 
staffs at the Altar by moving the bottoms forward around two feet, bracing them against 
the kneeler if they desire, and leaning them against their left shoulders when saluting. 

6. Labor to Refreshment) 
Page 145, line 6 (2014); Page 149, line 11 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Particularly when the Candidates are being prepared while the Lodge is 
being opened, the Master should find out from the Secretary how long until the 
Candidate(s) will be ready.  If the Candidates are already prepared or nearly so, there is 
no need to go from Labor to Refreshment.  If significant time needed to prepare them, the 
Master can deliver a short program rather than going from Labor to Refreshment. 

7. or Sr. M. of C. as proxy, 
Page 145, line 18 (2014); Page 149, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  As an alternative to the Senior Master of Ceremony making the alarm as 
proxy, the Candidate(s) can grab hold of the Master of Ceremony’s staff and led by the 
Master of Ceremony move it back and forth 3 times, hitting the inner door with the blunt 
end (as a pendulum or battering ram does), thus ensuring all the Candidates’ participation 
in giving the alarm. 

8. d in EA 
Page 145, line 28 (2014); Page 149, line 25 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Do not add the word “an” or “as an” before Entered Apprentice or “a” 
before Fellowcraft.  Also do not pluralize Entered Apprentice or Fellowcraft if more than 
one Candidate.  “Entered Apprentice” and “Fellowcraft” here are used here to describe a 
state of being. 

9. By wt fh 
Page 146, line 13 (2014); Page 150, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  In the Fellowcraft and Master Mason Degrees it is “right or benefit,” as 
opposed to the Entered Apprentice Degree where it is only “right.” 
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10. unt th W. M. cn b in of hs rqs 
Page 146, line 19 (2014); Page 150, line 15 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “rqs” is singular regardless of the number of Candidates; thus, “their 
request” not “their requests.” 

11. (The S. D. proceeds 
Page 147, line 15 (2014); Page 151, line 9 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Conductors should move to the South side of the Inner Door before the 
procession reaches them.  If there is more than one Candidate, Conductors should be 
lined up in the order of entrance.  This is especially important if a Brother wishes to 
conduct a specific Candidate. This presents a nicer appearance and prevents the Brothers 
from having to sidestep each other.  

12. with the Stewards 
Page 147, line 18 (2014); Page 151, line 12 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Stewards fall in behind the Senior Deacon and Marshal facing West 
before advancing to the Inner Door. 

13. followed by the 
Page 147, line 24 (2014); Page 151, line 18 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Candidates should be lined up in a single-file line, with each 
Candidate’s right hand resting on the right shoulder of the man in front of him.  
Conductors take the right arm of each Candidate as he enters through the Inner Door. 

If the Preparation Room is large enough, the Masters of Ceremony should be side by side 
and they can either turn their shoulders to pass through the Inner Door together, or the 
Junior Master of Ceremony can pass through slightly ahead to take his position on the 
right.  Otherwise, they can line up and enter in single file, in which case the Junior Master 
of Ceremony enters behind the Senior Master of Ceremony and comes immediately to his 
right as soon as the Candidate’s hand is lifted from his shoulder.  The Junior Master of 
Ceremony should never be at the back of the line.  

14. The procession marches 
Page 148, line 5 (2014); Page 151, line 30 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Marshal should bring the procession as close to the West as possible 
moving at slow pace and taking care that the line stays in tight formation. 

15. th mrls of wh 
Page 148, line 14 (2014); Page 152, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “morals” (plural) not “moral” (singular). 
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16. JW (rises) 
Page 149, line 1 (2014); Page 152, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  During the Perambulation, the principal officers of the Lodge ascertain 
whether the Candidates are properly clothed, and gavel to indicate that the Column may 
pass to the next Station.  They should complete their inspections and gavel as early as 
possible, to avoid stopping the Perambulations at every turn.  The Wardens must rise for 
their inspections; the Master may choose either to rise or stay seated. 

If the gavel is not struck by the time the Column needs to make its next turn, the Marshal 
halts the procession, and the Senior Deacon looks to the controlling officer for 
instructions – resolving the problem without returning to the Preparation Room, if 
possible.  These are the only places where the ceremonies should be suspended to adjust 
the Candidates’ clothing, and no corrections should be made prior to the Junior Warden’s 
first inspection.  After any necessary adjustments are made and the Senior Deacon has 
returned to his place in the Column, the gavel is struck and the Perambulation resumes. 

17. The Chaplain then returns 
Page 150, line 22 (2014); Page 152, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion: If there is not enough space for the Chaplain to return to his place via the 
South side of the Lodge while the Column is still in the South, he should wait at the Altar 
until the Column has moved on to the Senior Warden’s Station.  If there is enough space, 
the Senior Warden can cue the Marshal to face left after the Chaplain has vacated the 
area. 

18. fr hs ex 
Page 151, line 15 (2014); Page 152, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The procession right faces and proceeds to the Senior Warden’s Station. 
This pattern holds at the Master’s Station as well. 

The Senior Deacon always comes to the Sign of Fidelity when addressing Senior Officers.  

19. (In the East) 
Page 152, line 8 (2014); Page 152, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When approaching the East, the Marshal should turn the Column as close to 
the Altar as possible in order to leave sufficient room to turn the Column 
counterclockwise when he reconducts the candidates to the Senior Warden’s Station. 

20. adv on ur 
Page 153, line 18 (2014); Page 157, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When the Candidates are advancing on the Step as directed by the Senior 
Warden, the Senior Deacon should step out of the formation to observe that it is being 
done correctly.  He should make eye contact with the Senior Warden and nod his head 
when the Candidates are in Order.  If there are multiple Candidates, the Senior Warden 
may instruct them each individually by name, or together as a group. 



 - 93 - 

21. verbal prompting only 
Page 153, line 19 (2014); Page 157, line 17 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Warden uses the word “bring” here since he gives a command.  
“Bringing” is used when describing an action, and therefore not correct.  

22. thb fmg th ngl of a sq 
Page 153, line 22 (2014); Page 157, line 21 (2007) 
Suggestion: Care should be taken that the Candidate forms the proper angle.  The 
Conductor should assist the Candidate to come on the Step using verbal commands only.  
No touching below the waist. 

23. Th Br is 
Page 153, line 26 (2014); Page 157, line 23 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Brothers are in Order, not in Due Form. 

24. r u wlg  
Page 154, line 2 (2014); Page 157, line 29 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Are you willing” not “are you still willing.”  This is the first time the Master 
asks if the Candidates are willing to take the obligation.  If there are multiple Candidates, 
the Master can ask them each individually by name or collectively as a group. 

25. (As the candidate is conducted 
Page 154, line 6 (2014); Page 158, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  At the Senior Deacon’s direction, each Conductor brings his Candidate to 
the Altar.  Optionally, the Senior Deacon may bring forward each Candidate himself.  
When there are multiple Candidates, they should be conducted to the Altar one at a time.  
As the Candidate comes within two feet of the Altar kneeler, the Conductor should 
whisper to the Candidate that he is getting close and should shuffle his feet until they 
contact the Altar kneeler.  The Conductor then whispers that he is placing the Candidate’s 
hands on the edge of the Altar, and asks the Candidate kneel on both knees.  The 
Conductor can then assist the Candidate to place his hands in the appropriate position for 
the Obligation.  For multiple Candidates the use of individual small Bibles, Squares and 
Compasses can assist greatly at the Altar. 

26. Ms. of C. take position 
Page 154, line 7 (2014); Page 158, line 6 (2007) 
Suggestion:  As the Candidates advance to the Altar, the Marshal moves to a point half 
way between the Altar and the West and begins to direct the Masters of Ceremony and 
Stewards to their places in the West Wall, ensuring that their movements occur in a neat 
and orderly manner.  Refer to the Floorwork Guides for detailed information on forming 
the West Wall. 
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27. *** 
Page 154, line 15 (2014); Page 158, line 14 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Refer to the Floorwork Guides for detailed instructions on forming the 
Symbolic Temple. 

28. At the Altar 
Page 155, line 11 (2014); Page 159, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  All lights should except the tapers be extinguished as the Master approaches 
the Altar.  This includes the “G” in the East and any light directly above the Altar, if 
possible  Everyone comes to the Sign of Fidelity as the Master commences the 
obligation, except for the Master, Masters of Ceremony and Stewards. 

29. if wthn th ln of m ct & th sq & ngl of m wk 
Page 155, line 29 (2014); Page 159, line 28 (2007) 
Explanation:  The Master Mason Degree is symbolic of old age where a man has arrived 
at full maturity through his life’s experiences.  This sentence recognizes that in maturity 
we learn how to balance time between work, family and Freemasonry, and charges us to 
learn how to live in balance.  It can mean stretching your time out to help the Lodge or 
the Craft but it should not be understood as a reason to ignore a Mason’s obligations. 

30. or hr th ws acmpg th sm 
Page 156, line 10 (2014); Page 160, line 10 (2007) 
Suggestion: The proper word is “accompanying,” which in this context does not mean “at 
the same time as,” but rather, “as a companion to.” 

31. ntl dl rstd 
Page 156, line 29 (2014); Page 160, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “rstd” = “restored,” not “reinstated.” 

32. tkn thc & bnd t as, & th ashs 
Page 157, line 3 (2014); Page 161, line 2 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Ashes” is correct both times regardless of the difference in the cipher. 

33. kisses the Bible 
Page 157, line 11 (2014); Page 161, line 9 (2007) 
Suggestion:  After kissing the Bible, the Master (or Conductor) should say in a low voice 
that the Brothers may put their hands at their sides, kneel on both knees and relax. 
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34. Rmv th ct 
Page 157, line 14 (2014); Page 161, line 12 (2007) 
Suggestion: Care should have been taken in the Preparation Room that the Cable-tow was 
put on in a way that will facilitate easy removal later.  Unwinding several turns is time-
consuming and tedious, especially if there are several Candidates.  Rather, the Cable-tow 
can be folded three times and the whole folded rope secured in a knot.  This way, the knot 
can be untied and the Cable-tow taken off with no unwinding.  

In the case of multiple Candidates, the Conductors should remove any additional 
Volumes of Sacred Law from the Altar after removing the cable-tow and give them to the 
Marshal or another designated Brother.  This will give the Candidate(s) an unobstructed 
view of the main Three Great Lights on the Altar when the hoodwink is removed.  The 
Senior Deacon should make sure the Square and Compasses are positioned correctly on 
the page with the Scripture Lesson and not covering it – preferably centered on the page, 
if practical. 

The Conductor of any Candidate who needs eyeglasses should place his Candidate’s 
glasses on the Altar before the Candidate is brought to Light.   

35. (prompted by the conductor) 
Page 157, line 17 (2014); Page 161, line 15 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The conductor prompts the Candidate with the proper words, “Further Light 
in Masonry” at this time. 

36. u bhl th t G Ls in my 
Page 157, line 20 (2014); Page 161, line 19 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Behold” not “beheld.” 

37. faces the West.) 
Page 157, line 27 (2014); Page 161, line 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:  At this point, the Master should remember to start the demonstration of the 
Steps as near to the East as is necessary to ensure that the Brother(s) at the Altar can have 
a clear line of sight on his feet.  This is particularly important in smaller Lodge rooms, 
where one often sees the Master’s feet obscured from the Brother(s) view (behind the 
Altar) during this important part of the Master’s work.  The Master should not look down 
at his feet as he comes on the Steps. 

The Senior Deacon declares the Master’s movements slowly, deliberately and 
simultaneously with the Master.  He is describing the Master’s actions, not directing 
them.   

38. bringing th h o h r to th h of hs l, thby fmg th ag of a sq. 
Page 158, lines 5 and 6 (2014); Page 162, lines 5 and 6 (2007) 
Suggestion: The Master should take care that his feet are forming the proper angle. 
Remember, you are instructing the Brothers. Every motion should be done slowly and 
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properly, dropping the arms after each Sign and changing the Step clearly before moving 
to the next motion.  

39. th W. M. 
Page 158, line 10 (2014); Page 162, line 12 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “On entering” not “upon entering.” When we allude to motion of the body 
or some part of it the word “on.”  And when we allude to some part of the body or an 
object which, after being placed, is motionless, we use “upon.” 

40. at ths tm 
Page 158, line 29 (2014); Page 162, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When describing the grip, the Master exchanges the questions and answers 
with the Senior Deacon, but not the grip. The Master should demonstrate the grip with 
the Candidate at the Altar.  

41. If there are 
Page 159, line 3 (2014); Page 163, line 3 (2007) 
Suggestion:  If there are more than three Candidates, assign knowledgeable Brothers in 
advance to assist at the Altar during the work. 

42. ......... is th n 
Page 160, line 1 (2014); Page 163, line 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Master pronounces the word again after the Senior Deacon. 

43. step of the Degree 
Page 160, line 10 (2014); Page 164, line 21 (2007) 
The Senior Deacon must make sure the Candidates are on the Step before he gives three raps. 

44. * (comes on the step) 
Page 160, line 24 (2014); Page 164, line 24 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Warden comes on the Step when rising, and must remain on the Step 
throughout his interaction with the Senior Deacon and Candidates. 

45. (or) _____ dl obgtd 
Page 160, line 26 (2014); Page 164, line 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:   If there is more than one new Master Mason, the Senior Deacon should say 
the number:  “(two, three, etc.) duly obligated Master Masons.”  He does not say their 
names, and he does include himself in the number.  The correct wording is “duly 
obligated,” not “worthy Brother” as in the Fellowcraft Degree. 
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46. Ad a sn 
Page 161, line 2 (2014); Page 165, line 2 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Both the Wardens and Senior Deacon are always on the Step when giving 
the Due Guard and Sign.  

47. S. D. pronounces word) / (word given by S. D.) 
Page 162, line 3 (2014); Page 166, line 1 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Warden does not repeat the word. 

48. step of the Degree 
Page 162, line 7 (2014); Page 166, line 3 (2007) 
The Senior Deacon must make sure the Candidates are on the Step before he gives three raps. 

49. * (comes on the step) 
Page 162, line 10 (2014); Page 166, line 6 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Warden comes on the Step when rising, and must remain on the Step 
throughout his interaction with the Senior Deacon and Candidates. 

50. (or) _____ dl obgtd 
Page 162, line 12 (2014); Page 166, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:   If there is more than one new Master Mason, the Senior Deacon should say 
the number:  “(two, three, etc.) duly obligated Master Masons.”  He does not say their 
names, and he does include himself in the number.  The correct wording is “duly 
obligated,” not “worthy Brother” as in the Fellowcraft Degree. 

51. Ad a sn 
Page 162, line 18 (2014); Page 166, line 14 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Both the Wardens and Senior Deacon are always on the Step when giving 
the Due Guard and Sign.  

52. S. D. pronounces word) / (word given by S. D.) 
Page 163, line 19 (2014); Page 167, line 6 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Warden does not repeat the word. 

53. a as M M. 
Page 163, line 30 (2014); Page 167, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Even though there may be multiple Brothers, Master Mason should be 
singular here, not plural. 

During the Degrees, Candidates attain different stages in their development that are states 
of being.  Therefore, Master Mason, Entered Apprentice, and Fellowcraft are states of 
being in the Degree process. 
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54. (adjusts candidate’s apron) 
Page 164, line 9 (2014); Page 167, line 25 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Warden steps in front of each Candidate(s) and adjusts the 
apron.  Only the Senior Warden may adjust the apron to the Master Mason position.  

55. before the W. M.) 
Page 164, line 18 (2014); Page 168, line 6 (2007) 
Suggestion:  No Brother who is performing a part of the Ritual assigned to the Master in 
the Standard Work and Lectures should acknowledge the Master, either before or after 
that piece of Ritual is presented.  This includes bowing, coming to the Sign of Fidelity or 
verbally thanking the Master.  Similarly, the Master should neither announce nor 
introduce a Brother who is performing a part of the Ritual assigned to the Master in the 
Standard Work and Lectures. 

This is because a Brother who is performing a part of the Ritual assigned to the Master 
does so as the Master’s proxy, and therefore embodies a virtual representation of the 
Master during his performance. 

In the Master Mason Degree this commonly includes the Working Tools, the Lecture of 
Forms and Ceremonies, the Historical Lecture and the Charges.   

56. My Br. as u r nw cl as M M 
Page 164, line 21 (2014); Page 168, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion: Master Mason is singular here, regardless of how many Brothers are in the 
class. 

57. I prs u, mblmtcly, th wg tls 
Page 164, lines 21 and 22 (2014); Page 168, lines 9 and 10 (2007) 
Suggestion: If it is the practice of the Lodge to lay out the Tools on a table, gesture to 
them before picking up the Trowel 

58. My Br, slt 
Page 165, line 17 (2014); Page 169, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  If Bibles are presented in this Degree, the new Brothers may close them and 
place them under their armpits while saluting.  Alternatively, the Senior Deacon can 
collect the Bibles and hold them while the new Brothers are saluting, since the he does 
not leave the Lodge Room and therefore does not himself salute. 

59. closes the door 
Page 165, line 25 (2014); Page 169, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon does not knock on the door after he closes it. 
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CANDIDATE ENTRANCE AND RAISING 
1. S. D. proceeds from his place 

Page 167, line 9 (2014); Page 172, line 10 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon should already have the Jewel and hoodwink with him 
when he brings the Candidate(s) in. 

2. without saluting. 
Page 167, line 15 (2014); Page 172, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  None of the Brothers entering the Lodge room for the Candidate Entrance 
and Raising salute at the Altar as they normally would upon entering a Master Mason 
Lodge.  This is because the Lodge room at this time is not a representation of the 
Symbolic Lodge but rather of King Solomon’s Temple. 

3. SD— My Br, in ur further 
Page 168, line 1 (2014); Page 173, line 1 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon should stand in front of the Candidate and address him 
directly. 

4. cnst scn of trls 
Page 168, line 17 (2014); Page 173, line 18 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “succession of trials” not “scene of trials.” 

Definition:  succession = “a series of things that come one after the other.” 

5. knl & pra, 
Page 168, line 25 (2014); Page 173, line 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Prayer is done standing rather than kneeling in some religious traditions, in 
which case the Senior Deacon should substitute “stand” for “kneel.”  As always, if a 
Brother is unable to kneel for physical reasons the appropriate accommodations should be 
made, such as providing a chair at the Altar or asking him to stand instead of kneeling.  
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This information should be ascertained well in advance as part of the Lodge’s preparation 
for the Degree conferral. 

6. as u chs. 
Page 168, line 26 (2014); Page 173, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon should take care to emphasize that it is the Candidate’s 
choice whether he prays orally or mentally. 

7. sa Amen audbly, 
Page 168, line 28 (2014); Page 173, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Because most Candidates elect to pray mentally, the Senior Deacon should 
take care to emphasize that he must say “amen” audibly.” 

8. S. D. places the hoodwink 
Page 169, line 1 (2014); Page 173, line 30 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The hoodwink is applied after the Senior Deacon has finished his 
introduction. 

9. kneels on both knees 
Page 169, line 3 (2014); Page 174, line 2 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon should take the Candidate by the right arm in the 
“Conductor’s grip” to bring him to the Altar.  As they come within two feet of the Altar 
kneeler, the Senior Deacon should whisper to the Candidate that he is getting close and 
should shuffle his feet until they contact the Altar kneeler.  The Senior Deacon then 
whispers that he is placing the Candidate’s hands on the edge of the Altar, and asks the 
Candidate kneel on both knees.  The hand are not placed on the Bible (although the 
Candidate can place them there if he wishes). 

If the Candidate will not be kneeling for religious or physical reasons he should be 
brought within a few feet of the Altar kneeler, then quietly told that he is standing before 
the Altar and can begin to pray. 

10. am gl t mt u aln. 
Page 169, line 16 (2014); Page 174, line 15 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Brethren should not deploy the canvass and move into position until 
there is sufficient sound to cover the noise of their movements and preparations.  If 
background music is used, this can commence immediately once the Senior Deacon and 
Candidate have begun their circuit around the Lodge room.  Otherwise, J-a’s opening 
paragraph is the first convenient spot.  
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11. I hrd your cvlg 
Page 170, line 16 (2014); Page 175, line 16 (2007) 
Definition:  caviling (pronounced CAV-ull-ing) = “complaining about unimportant 
details.” 

12. (In consideration of the safety 
Page 170, line 25 (2014); Page 175, line 25 (2007) 
Suggestion:  There should be a well-rehearsed team of Brothers manning the canvass.   

The Lodge should ascertain well in advance whether the Candidates are physically able 
to undergo this portion of the Ritual and make modifications as necessary, the safety of 
the Brethren having importance over any other consideration. 

13. S. D. removes the hoodwink and jewel 
Page 171, line 1 (2014); Page 175, line 29 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Jewel should be affixed to the collar with a clip so that it can be 
removed without drawing off the collar.  If the Jewel is permanently attached to the collar 
and it would be difficult or physically awkward to remove it while the Candidate is still 
prone, the Jewel and collar can be removed after the Candidate is raised to his feet. 

14. WM— My Br, in ur lwly & hmbl 
Page 171, line 6 (2014); Page 176, line 3 (2007) 
Suggestion:  It can be a nice touch for each Candidate to be Raised by his proposer or 
mentor, provided that this Brother has the text properly committed to memory. 

 

DRAMA OF THE HIRAMIC LEGEND 
Note:  Refer to the section on Staging the Drama of the Hiramic Legend for tools, resources and 
detailed suggestions. 

1. Almighty Father, grant us 
Page 173, line 11 (2014); Page 178, line 12 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Hiram’s prayer should be delivered from memory. 
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2. J-a— (At the South gate) 
Page 173, line 26 (2014); Page 178, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When J-a engages GMHA, he should turn his shoulder so that both of them 
are facing towards the sideline where the newly-Raised Master Masons are seated. 

3. J-a— Thn d. 
Page 174, line 13 (2014); Page 179, line 14 (2007) 
Suggestion:  After GMHA moves on, J-a should follow at a distance to observe GMHA’s 
encounters with the other Ruffians. 

4. J-o— (At the West Gate) 
Page 174, line 14 (2014); Page 179, line 15 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When J-o engages GMHA, he should turn his shoulder so that both of them 
are side-by-side facing towards the sideline where the newly-Raised Master Masons are 
seated. 

5. J-o— Th d 
Page 174, line 22 (2014); Page 179, line 23 (2007) 
Suggestion:  After GMHA moves on, J-a and J-o should follow up their respective 
sidelines at a distance to observe GMHA’s encounter with J-m. 

6. J-m— (At the Eest Gate) 
Page 174, line 23 (2014); Page 179, line 24 (2007) 
Suggestion:  When J-m engages GMHA, he should turn his shoulder so that both of them 
are side-by-side facing towards the sideline where the newly-Raised Master Masons are 
seated. 

7. I hrd your cvlg 
Page 174, line 26 (2014); Page 179, line 27 (2007) 
Definition:  caviling (pronounced CAV-ull-ing) = “complaining about unimportant 
details.” 

8. J-m— Thn d. 
Page 175, line 5 (2014); Page 180, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  GMHA should take care to fall down onto the prepared canvass in a position 
that will make it easier for the Ruffians to carry him. 

9. (The Craftsmen return 
Page 175, line 18 (2014); Page 180, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Craftsmen’s movements about the Lodge room can be uninteresting to 
watch and time consuming.  The Craftsmen should therefore execute all their movements 
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at a lively pace in order to minimize this “dead time” and keep the action moving 
forward. 

Suggestion:  The First Craftsman is responsible for knowing all the stage movements of 
the Craftsmen, who should always follow his lead and look to him for cues. 

10. (The rfns plc th b / (Plc b btwn the 
Page 176, line 1 (2014); Page 180, line 28 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The canvass should be positioned in a predetermined location.  See the 
Ritual Director’s Staging Guide for the relevant considerations. 

11. Narrator — The raising of the lights 
Page 176, line 9 (2014); Page 180, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The lights can be raised and the Craftsmen can enter simultaneously with the 
Narrator’s delivery of this line. 

12. cft prsng thr lb 
Page 177, line 10 (2014); Page 182, line 3 (2007) 
Suggestion:  prsng = pursuing 

13. (The Craftsmen confine their search 
Page 177, line 22 (2014); Page 182, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Craftsmen should make a very quick search and look to the First 
Craftsman for their cue when it is time to reassemble before King Hiram. 

14. (Cfmn retire.) 
Page 178, line 4 (2014); Page 182, line 27 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The First Craftsman should lead the Craftsmen out of the Lodge room as 
soon as he finishes his report to King Hiram.  Once they have exited, they should 
immediately reassemble in the preparation room to prepare for their next entrance. 

15. kneel before K S 
Page 178, line 25 (2014); Page 183, line 19 (2007) 
Suggestion:  This is the only time the Craftsmen kneel when addressing a King. 

Suggestion:  If some of the Craftsmen are unable to kneel, either some or all of the 
Craftsmen can stand instead.  In this case, King Solomon may elect to omit the direction 
to rise when he dismissed them. 

16. nrmt of th 
Page 179, line 2 (2014); Page 183, line 25 (2007) 
nrmt = “enormity” 
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17. (Cfmn retire.) 
Page 180, line 6 (2014); Page 184, line 26 (2007) 
Suggestion:  If the Craftsmen forget to retire immediately upon the conclusion of roll 
call, the Secretary can remind them by saying, “Craftsmen, you are dismissed.” 

18. thos twl Fcs, 
Page 180, line 23 (2014); Page 185, line 2 (2007) 
Suggestion:  King Solomon should emphasize these words in order to make it clear to the 
audience that he is recalling the same Fellowcrafts who earlier confessed. 

19. One of 2nd three— Lt us prsu an esl crs. 
Page 181, line 6 (2014); Page 185, line 24 (2007) 
Suggestion:  If the Drama is performed with only three Fellowcrafts, the First Fellowcraft 
should describe what the “imaginary Fellowcrafts” are doing by saying, “those 
Fellowcrafts will pursue an Easterly course, those Fellowcrafts will go North and those 
Fellowcrafts will go South.” 

20. (2C and 3C continue / (continue on their way 
Page 182, line 27 (2014); Page 187, line 14 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Second and Third Craftsmen should walk well past the place where the 
First Craftsman sits down so that they actually have to be called back to the location 
where he discovers the Sprig of Acacia. 

21. Vl & imps wrhs! 
Page 184, line 28 (2014); Page 189, line 16 (2007) 
Definition:  impious (pronounced im-PIE-us or IM-pee-us) = “lacking in piety; lacking 
respect for God or religion” 

22. & severally xcutd, 
Page 185, line 2 (2014); Page 189, line 20 (2007) 
Definition:  severally = “as individual people or things.” 

23. agrbly t th imprctns 
Page 185, line 3 (2014); Page 189, line 21 (2007) 
Definition:  imprecations (pronounced im-prih-KAY-shunz) = “offensive words said 
when angry; curses.” 

24. Bgon! * / Bgn! * 
Page 185, line 4 (2014); Page 189, line 22 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “Begon” not “Begin.” 
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25. 1C— Ths sms t b th spt. 
Page 185, line 17 (2014); Page 190, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Craftsmen should make sure that their positions at the grave are 
“opened up” so the newly-Raised Master Masons on the sideline have a good view of 
everything.  One way of doing this is having all three Craftsmen stand together on the 
side of the grave opposite the audience and facing towards them. 

26. (Cfmn exit.) 
Page 186, line 15 (2014); Page 190, line 29 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Craftsmen should exit immediately once King Solomon explains that 
they have found the Jewel that GMHA wore.  If they forget to exit, King Solomon can 
remind them by saying, “Craftsmen, you are dismissed.” 

27. Thr cn b no lngr any 
Page 186, line 18 (2014); Page 191, line 1 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Although these and the subsequent lines can be delivered from their seats, 
this is a highly personal moment for the kings as they react to the confirmation that one 
of their dear friends has been brutally murdered.  The kings can highlight the drama of 
this moment by coming down onto the Lodge room floor to a position in front of the 
seated newly-Raised Master Masons in order to have a more personal conversation. 

28. th wsd of fu gns 
Page 187, line 1 (2014); Page 191, line 15 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Whether delivered from his seat of the Lodge room floor, King Solomon can 
reinforce the meaning by subtly gesturing to the newly-Raised Master Masons at this 
passage. 

29. (Craft assemble, Guard at the head, 
Page 187, line 6 (2014); Page 191, line 19 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The First and Second Craftsmen take positions side-by-side at the front of 
the procession behind the Guard.  They are responsible for knowing where to go and 
leading their respective lines to the grave once the Guard splits the procession. 

30. three times around 
Page 187, line 6 (2014); Page 191, line 23 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The newly-Raised Master Masons can be encouraged to join the end of the 
procession when it passes by their seats. 

31. recommended that Pleyel’s Hymn be sung 
Page 187, line 11 (2014); Page 191, line 25 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Ritual Director should have small sheets containing the lyrics to 
Pleyel’s Hymn that he can pass out to the Brothers in the procession prior to their 
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entrance.  There is a PDF in the “Resources” folder of the Ritual Renaissance CD that 
can be used for this purpose. 

32. Fr th rsn bf asnd 
Page 188, line 10 (2014); Page 192, line 25 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “ascertained” not “assigned.” 

33. at the gr kneel on both knees 
Page 188, line 17 (2014); Page 193, line 4 (2007) 
Suggestion:  If some Brothers are unable to kneel comfortably, they can stand. 

34. (K S, assisted by H K o T 
Page 189, line 13 (2014); Page 194, line 1 (2007) 
Suggestion:  After King Hiram’s attempts to raise the body are unsuccessful and the 
Brethren have prayed, King Solomon takes a place at the West end of the canvass and 
both Kings take hold of GMHA’s hands.  As the Kings pull upward, the Craftsmen on 
each side lift the canvass and GMHA is raised.  As soon as the canvass is lifted, the 
Craftsmen carry it out the Outer Door and all dramatists exit the Lodge room through the 
Outer Door except the two Kings. 

Hiram should be carried out rather than walking out to the greatest extent possible, 
keeping in mind that he remains deceased and is not resurrected. 

If the newly-Raised Master Masons have joined the procession, they should be directed to 
remain in place and not to exit with the Craftsmen. 

 

WORSHIPFUL MASTER’S INSTRUCTION TO 
THE NEWLY RAISED BROTHER 

Note:  The Worshipful Master’s part can be delegated to another Brother.  It can also be very 
effective to delegate it to two Brothers, with one Brother explaining the F P o F and the other 
Brother explaining the G H S of D of M M. 
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1. SD— Pl urs in p p to rc i & I w. 
Page 191, line 16 (2014); Page 196, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Senior Deacon should study this line to make sure he gets it correct.  It 
is a very common error to give the usual response here. 

2. Mk th df, m Br. 
Page 191, line 17 (2014); Page 196, line 17 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Master should change tone and deliberately change focus to the newly-
Raised Master Masons so that it is clear he is explaining to them and not reciting more of 
the catechism. 

3. Wt i tt p p? 
Page 191, line 20 (2014); Page 196, line 19 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Master should change tone again and deliberately change focus back to 
the Senior Deacon so that it is clear he is continuing the catechism. 

 

HISTORICAL LECTURE 
Note:  The Master or his designee should exercise care and freedom in the giving of this Lecture.  
Especially if the Lecture is given on the same evening as the rest of the Degree, it can help to 
refresh the newly-Raised Master Mason’s attention if the Lecture is given with the assistance of 
images and props while walking about the Lodge room.  Any items used in the Lecture should be 
set up in advance to provide the newly-Raised Master Masons the best view possible. 

As with all the Degree Lectures, dividing the Lecture among multiple Brothers can be an 
effective way of mentoring younger Brothers who are making their first attempts at some of the 
more difficult and lengthy pieces of the Ritual, and it can also help to keep things fresh for 
Brothers who may have heard the Lecture dozens of times before. 

1. peculiar satisfaction 
Page 194, line 15 (2014); Page 199, line 15 (2007) 
Definition:  peculiar = “distinct from others; special.” 
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2. Ornan, the Jebusite 
Page 194, line 27 (2014); Page 199, line 27 (2007) 
Definition:  Ornan, the Jebusite (pronounced or-NAWN the JEB-you-sight) = a Biblical 
figure and owner of a threshing floor on Mount Moriah which he later sold to King 
Solomon.  Jebusites were pre-Israelite inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

3. erctd a mnumt of th finst mrbl 
Page 195, line 18 (2014); Page 200, line 18 (2007) 
Suggestion:  It is recommended that the Lecturer use an image or object to illustrate the 
memorial, which can otherwise be difficult for the newly-Raised Master Masons to 
envision. 

4. & Josephus nfms us 
Page 196, line 10 (2014); Page 201, line 11 (2007) 
Definition:  Josephus (pronounced joe-SEE-fuss or YO-zeh-foose) = First century 
Romano-Jewish historian. 

5. xcp in th nt-ssn 
Page 196, line 12 (2014); Page 201, line 13 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “night-season” not “night-session.” 

6. delineated upon the Master’s carpet 
Page 198, line 15 (2014); Page 203, line 16 (2007) 
Definition:  Master’s carpet = “an floorcloth decorated with the symbols of Master 
Mason, used as an aid and illustration during the Ritual; largely not used in modern times 
(Apprentice’s carpets and Fellows’ carpets were also used in those Degrees). 

Suggestion:  In the absence of a floorcloth or tracing board for the Master Mason Degree, 
the Lecturer can point to the three steps up to the East to illustrate the three steps. 

7. sacrificed a hecatomb. 
Page 201, line 10 (2014) 
Definition:  hecatomb (pronounced HECK-uh-tome) = “one hundred oxen.” 
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LECTURE OF FORMS AND CEREMONIES 
(QS & AS) 

Note:  The Master may appoint Brothers as proxies to perform his and/or the Senior Deacon’s 
parts in the Lecture.  The two parts are represented below as “Questioner” and “Answerer” 
respectively.  The proxies for the Master and/or the Senior Deacon may be any Master Masons, 
and it is a good idea to encourage recently Raised Brothers to perform this work as a way of 
furthering their proficiency and igniting a passion for performing quality Ritual. 

1. at this communication or at a subsequent one.) 
Page 203, line 7 (2014); Page 207, line 8 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Although it may be given at a subsequent communication, there is no 
provision for omitting all or part of this Lecture from the Ritual, and it must be performed 
in order for the newly-Raised Master Masons to receive the full benefit of the Degree. 

Suggestion:  The newly-Raised Master Masons should be seated between the Altar and 
the East.  If the limitations of the Lodge room make this impractical, however, they can 
either stand between the Altar and the East or, preferably, they can be seated on the 
sideline in the North East Corner. 

2. Sign of Fidelity during the Lecture.) 
Page 203, line 10 (2014); Page 207, line 12 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Questioner should stand on the floor level East of the Altar facing North 
while the Answerer faces South and is on the Sign of Fidelity.  If the Candidates have 
been seated in the North East Corner, the Brothers should position themselves in front of 
them with the Questioner to the East and the Answerer to the West.  

3. trav i frgn cntrs 
Page 203, line 15 (2014); Page 207, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “countries” not “centers.” 
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4. Adv a sn.  
Page 204, line 1 (2014); Page 208, line 5 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Questioner should quietly ask the Candidates to rise, and make sure 
both they and the Answerer are on the Step.  He then addresses this line to all of them. 

The Answerer may instruct the Candidates in giving the Due Guard properly.  The 
Answerer and the Candidates should maintain the Due Guard until after the question “Hs 
it an al?” is answered. 

5. a fur sn?  
Page 204, line 9 (2014); Page 208, line 13 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Answerer may instruct the Candidates in giving the Sign properly.  The 
Answerer and the Candidates should maintain the Sign until after the question “Hs tt an?” 
is answered. 

6. of the o. 
Page 204, line 10 (2014); Page 208, line 16 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Questioner should quietly ask the Candidates to be seated. 

7. Wt r tkns? 
Page 204, line 11 (2014); Page 208, line 17 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “are tokens” (plural) not “is a token” (singular) as in the Entered Apprentice 
Degree. 

8. gv m a tkn.  
Page 204, line 16 (2014); Page 208, line 20 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Questioner should stand fast while the Answerer advances to the 
Questioner to give the Token/Grip, showing it to the Candidates. 

9. (Wd given by S. D.) 
Page 204, line 27 (2014); Page 208, line 31 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Answerer should say the Word slowly and deliberately. 

10. W u b 
Page 204, line 28 (2014); Page 209, line 1 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The phrase is “off or from,” not “of or from.” 

11. F t f, k t k, 
Page 205, line 10 (2014); Page 209, line 14 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Questioner and Answerer perform each point as called. 
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12. Advg on m  
Page 207, line 11 (2014); Page 211, line 18 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Answerer should come on the Step as he is describing it to further 
instruct the Candidates. 

13. Oblgtd m a M M. 
Page 207, line 14 (2014); Page 211, line 22 (2007) 
Suggestion:  “obligated” not “made” as in the Entered Apprentice and Fellowcraft 
Degrees. 

14. (the Lodge is not raised  
Page 207, line 23 (2014); Page 212, line 1 (2007) 
Suggestion: The recitation of the obligation is part of the required Standard Work.  There 
is no formal option to delete any part of the Work.  

15. Th W. M. aphg   
Page 210, line 1 (2014); Page 214, line 13 (2007) 
Suggestion:  The Answerer should come on the Step and give the Due Guard and Sign as 
he is describing them to further instruct the Candidates. 

 

CHARGE 1 
Note:  Taking the time to understand the meaning of the Charge will greatly enhance your 
performance of it. 

1. The Entered Apprentice, your duty 
Page 210, line 1 (2014); Page 216, line 11 (2007) 
Suggestion:  Hold up fingers to “count off” the Degrees as they are mentioned, and then 
do the same as the principle duties of each Degree are listed.  This will help the newly-
Raised Master Masons associate Entered Apprentice with God, Fellowcraft with neighbor 
and Master Mason with ourselves. 
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CHARGE 2 
Note:  Taking the time to understand the meaning of the Charge will greatly enhance your 
performance of it. 

1. Your zeal for the Institution of Masonry 
Page 210, line 1 (2014); Page 218, line 6 (2007) 
Suggestion:  This Charge focuses on conduct within the Craft as opposed to abroad in the world. 


